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SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 
Die Offisiéle Orgaan van die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteekveremging 
Deel 22 Januarie 1955 No. 3 


INDRUKKE VAN DIE KONFERENSIE 
BLOEMFONTEIN, 27 SEPTEMBER-1 OKTOBER 1954 


DIE RUSTIGE KRAG en goedgeluimde erns sowel van ons aftredende Presidente as van die 
nuwe President, die gemoedelikheid van Bloemfontein as Konferensie-sentrum, en die 
tema — Die Biblioteek van die 'Toekoms — het Ne om vanjaar weer aan ons by- 
eenkoms ’n eie karakter te verleen. 

Geen opsienbarende voorstelle is gemaak nie. Die vine en besprekings is deurtrek 
van die gedagte: die grondleggende werk t.0.v. voorsiening van basiese biblioteek- 
dienste is verrig ; nou moet ons deurtastend rekenskap neem van die inwerking van ons 
dienste op die samelewing en van die administratiewe doeltreffendheid van ons werks- 
metodes. 

Die Administrateur, Sy Edele J. J. Fouché, het in sy openingsrede herinner aan die 
doelstelling van die biblioteek : om die kennis van die lesers te verbreed, om hulle dink- 
vermoé aan te wakker, en om te help om hulle vry tyd intellektueel en boeiend te vul. 
Mnr. Stirling het sy gewig ingewerp teen te dogmatiese sedepreking ; ons belangrikste 
doel moet wees om die leesgewoonte aan te wakker, en dis juis mense met s.g. swak smaak 
vir wie ons in genoegsame mate boeke binne hulle geestelike bereik moet verskaf. 

Mnr. Friis se referaat draai om die feit dat slegs een tiende van die mense ons openbare 
biblioteke gebruik. Waarom ? Moet ons nie miskien geheel ander metodes aanwend om 
die biblioteekgedagte by die publiek te laat inslaan nie ? Mnr. Friis spoor aan tot grondige, 
wetenskaplik ingestelde ondersoek en waardebepaling van die hele openbare biblioteek- 
stelsel. Sy pleidooi vir die algehele inlywing van volksopvoedkundige dienste met biblio- 
teekdienste het heelwat bespreking uitgelok. Al gaan mens nie akkoord met al sy menings 
nie het hy dinge gesé wat ons ernstig moet laat nadink. 

Mnr. van Rooy, Professor Liitjeharms en mnr. van Kerken het die soeklig verskuif 
na die universiteit, die laboratorium en die skool. mnr. Van Rooy het o. a. daaraan herinner 
dat verskillende inrigtings tans gebruiklike doseermetodes onder die ontleedmes het, 
en dat bibliotekarisse lid behoort te wees van betrokke ondersoek-kommissies. 

In die voordrag van Professor Liitjeharms het ons as ’t ware die ideale kliént van die 
biblioteek weergevind, met sy geesdriftige geloof in die waarde van vakliteratuur vir die 
dosent, die student en die navorser, sy fyn sin vir bibliografiese metodes en -moeilikhede, 
die begeerte om met die biblioteek saam te werk. 

_ Mnr. van Kerken se omlyning van die rol van die biblioteek in die nuwe leerplan van 
die Vrystaatse Onderwysdepartement het ons bibliotekariese harte warm laat klop. Die 
onderwyser sal die klas b. v. leer dat van Riebeeck in 1652 ’n verversingstasie aan die 
Kaap gestig het en dat ’n aantal amptenare later vryburgers geword het. Dan stel hy die 
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vrae : Wits het die Portugese nie by die 
Kaap neergestryk nie ? Waarom was dit eers 
bloot ’n verversingstasie ? Waarom is later ver- 
gunning aan die vryburgers verleen om on- 
afhanklik te boer? Die kinders word in die 
biblioteek gelos om elkeen na eie vermoé sy 
kennis aan te vul deur die antwoorde te soek. 
Twyfel is uitgespreek oor die uitvoerbaarheid 
van die plan, maar dit stel in elk geval ’n 
prikkelende uitdaging om van ons skoolbiblio- 
teke lewende organismes te maak, en om 
skoolbibliotekarisse op te lei wat bevoeg sal 
wees om die nodige veeleisende leiding te gee. 
Yerskillende taai ou vraagstukke het weer 
aandag geniet: biblioteekdienste vir Nie- 
Blankes, hospitale en gevangenisse ; hoor- 
en sienmateriaal ; vereenvoudiging van kata- 
logisering en van uitleenstelsels. Die kwessie 
van bibliografiese dienste is ’n stap vorentoe 
‘ gestoot. Die huidige vrywillige Bibliografiese 
Sub-Komitee is gelas om ’n ontwerp vir 
die samestelling van ’n vaste bibliografiese 
sentrum op te stel, wat dan aan die Provinsiale 
Raad van die Biblioteekvereniging instansies 
voorgelé sal word. Die koéperasiekwessie het ge- 
vorder tot die benoeming van ’n sub-komitee 
wat alle aspekte van saamwerkende aktiwiteite 
sal ondersoek, veral t.o.v. kodperatief-selek- 
tiewe aankoopbeleide en, wat daarmee gepaard 
gaan, noukeurigere verstandhouding i.v.m. 
interbiblioteeklenings en goedkoper vervoer- 
tariewe. 

Hoe netelig die kwessie van die vasstel van 
standaarde - vir salarisse, vir diensvoorwaardes 
vir personeel, en vir diensvoorsiening vir die 
publiek — is, blyk uit die feit dat hoewel die 
betrokke sub-komitee ’n hoeveelheid inligtinge 
ingesamel het, daar in veel opsigte nog weinig 
vordering gemaak is met die invoering van bil- 
like, min of meer eenvormige toestande. 

Ons eie Vereniging se sekretariéle moeilik- 
hede is voorlopig besleg deur die welwillende 


Van die Fakulteit vir Taal, Lettere en Kuns van die 
Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie het ons ’n_ klompie 
eksemplare van hulle Groslys goeie boeke tot einde 
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GROSLYS GOEIE BOEKE TOT EINDE 1953 


instemming van die bestaande sekretariaat om 
vir die eerskomende twee jaar die werk voort 
te sit, terwyl sy werksaamhede nader i in oén- 
skou geneem word. 

Buite die vergadersaal het alles bygedra om 
saamhorigheid en welbehae te skep: die ver- 
welkoming van Burgemeester Fichardt en die 
hartlikheid van hom en sy eggenote by die 
skemerpartytjie ; die openingsrede van die 
Administrateur en die aangename verkeer met 
hom en mevr. Fouché op die middagete wat 
hulle die Administratiewe Raad van die 
S.A. B. V. aangebied het; die puik onthaal 
wat die personeel van die Openbare Biblioteek 
by Mazelspoort gereél het; en die heerlike 
koek en tert wat die Vrouevereniging van die 
N. G. Kerk elke dag laat verskyn het. 

Besoeke aan Bloemfontein se biblioteke het 
*n gunstige indruk gewek van die veelsydige 
werksaamhede in die stad en die kragtige op- 
lewing van die biblioteekbeweging in die pro- 
vinsie. Die Openbare Biblioteek sou eersdaags 
sy intrek neem in die amper voltooide gedeelte 
van sy nuwe gebou, en die Universiteit pronk 
ook met ’n interessant beplande nuwe biblio- 
teek-gebou. Die hoofkwartier van die Pro- 
vinsiale Biblioteekdiens, nog in ’n voorlopige, 
weinig toereikende gebou gehuisves, ver- 
aanskoulik die uitgebreide diens wat dié Bib- 
lioteek dwarsdeur die Vrystaat verskaf. 

Verder was daar geleentheid om die biblio- 
teke van die Onderwys-Kollege, die Provinsiale 
Raad, Grey-Kollege e.a. vooruitstrewende skole, 
asook die Argief en die Nasionale Museum, 
te besigtig. . 

Om af te sluit verdien om genoteer te word 
dat die Konferensie bygewoon is deur mnr. 


C.P. van Zyl van die Boekhandelaarsver- 


eniging en Dr. Oosthuizen van die Uitgewers- 
vereniging — mag dit tot nog nadere saam- 
werking in die toekoms lei. 

E. H. 


1953, veral vir voorskryf by eksamens, ontvang. 
Eksemplare kan by die Ere-redakteur gekry word. 


: 
i 
4 
i 
ee - 
1 
é 


DIE BIBLIOTEEK VAN 


DIE UNIVERSITEIT 


VAN SUID-AFRIKA 


deur H. O. ZASTRAU 


Universiteitsbibliotekaris 


ALHOEWEL die tradisie van die Universiteit van 
Suid-Afrika as eksaminerende liggaam terug- 
geneem kan word tot die stigting van die Raad 
van Openbare Eksaminatore in 1858, bestaan 
die Universiteit in sy teenswoordige sames- 
telling slegs enkele jare. 

Gaandeweg het die een na die ander van 
die samestellende kolleges tot onafhanklike 
universiteite ontwikkel sodat die eksamine- 
rende funksie van die Universiteit van Suid- 
Afrika beperk geword het tot studente wat 
buite die verband van die teenswoordige agt 
onafhanklike residensiéle universiteite studeer. 

In 1947 het die Universiteit van Suid- 
Afrika egter ’n nuwe terrein betree deur aan 
die eksterne student opleidingsfasiliteite aan 
te bied onder leiding van die Eksterne Afde- 
ling van die Universiteit van Suid-Afrika. 
’n Goed onderlegde, voltydse doserende per- 
soneel, waarvan nege lede reeds die status van 
professor verwerf het, is belas met die oplei- 
ding van studente. 

Die opleiding geskied by wyse van studie- 
gidse sodat dit duidelik word dat die student 
sonder die gebruik van handboeke en naslaan- 
werke nie kan slaag nie. Dit is dan op hierdie 
stadium dat die Universiteitsowerhede ’n goed 
toegeruste biblioteek binne sy samestelling vir 
die eerste keer as ’n noodsaaklikheid i in voor- 
uitsig gestel het. 

Dit is ’n bekende feit dat akademiese studie 
en die universiteitsbiblioteek in die afgelope 
millennium tot ’n eenheid ontwikkel het. 
Weliswaar het die Universiteit van Suid- 
Afrika ’n wakende oog gehou oor die standaard 


van die eksamens ; hoe die student sy kennis 
vergaar, of die noodsaaklikheid van ’n sentrale © 
universiteitsbiblioteek wat op akademiese werk 


toegespits is, was blykbaar beskou as synde  — 


buite die verantwoordelikheid van die. Uni- 
versiteit van Suid-Afrika. Die vraag ontstaan’ 
nou van watter fasiliteite die 208 eksterné 


studente in 1919 en die 2507 eksterne studente -— 
in 1944 kon gebruik maak. Die land se biblio- = 


teke het wel tot hulle beskikking gestaan, maar 
dat die byeenbring van naslaanwerke en hand- 
boeke ’n uiters moeilike taak moes gewees het, 

sal nie betwis kan word nie. Dit sal ook nie 
betwis kan word nie dat ’n eksamen met 
welslae afgelé kan word of met behulp van 
afrigting vir die doel d.m.v. volledige lesings, 
of met behulp van studiegidse wat wyer lees- 
werk veronderstel. Klaarblyklik sal laasge- 
noemde metode vakgeleerdes met breér insigte_ 
oplewer. 

_ Tabel I gee ’n oorsig oor die toename in die 
verhouding van eksterne studente tot interne 
studente in Suid-Afrika ; dit getuig verder van 
’n geweldige toename in die aantal eksterne 
studente. 

Die ideale toestand sou natuurlik wees dat 
hierdie biblioteek vir alle eksterne studente 
toeganklik moet wees. Sekere remmende fak- 
tore bring egter mee dat slegs studente, wat 
hulle opleiding deur die Universiteit van Suid- 
Afrika ontvang, van die biblioteekgeriewe kan 
gebruik maak. Dit is nogtans verblydend om 
waar te neem dat die getal eksterne studente 
wat oor geen sentrale biblioteek beskik nie, 
vinnig aan die afneem is. 
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TABEL I 
| | Aantal Aantal Verhouding Aantal Aantal eksterne 
| interne eksterne eksterne studente wat | studente sonder 
Jaar | studente | studente ‘tot interne stu- deur die sentrale 
| | | dente Univ. v. S.A. | biblioteekgeriewe 
| | | opgelei word | 
1919. | | 208 8-6 | - 208 
1944 . 11,681? | 2,507 | 21°5 - 2,507 
1947... 17,4873 | 3,828 | 22 -0 1,193 2,635 
m2... | 18,5404 | 4,674 | 25 +2 3,164 1,510 
1954 nogniebes- ca. 5,000 - ca. 3,650 ca. 1,350 
| kikbaar nie | 


Hiermee het ek die agtergrond geskets waar- 
teen hierdie biblioteek in 1947 opgerig is. 
Vervolgens sal ek probeer om kortliks die 
organisasie te skets en ’n aantal probleme, 
waarmee ons rekenskap moet hou, te stel. 
Met die oprigting van die biblioteek moes 
met die volgende toestande rekening gehou 
word. 


(i) Die oorgrote meerderheid uitreikings sou 
per pos moet geskied. Die ondervinding 
het dan geleer dat ongeveer 90 persent 
van alle uitreikings deur die pos versend 
word. Die leenstelsel moes derhalwe by 
die besondere omstandighede aangepas 
word. 


(ii) Posverkeer besorg aan die boekeverkeer ’n 
groot mate van traagheid. Om die student 
dus so vér as moontlik van die traagheid 
te verwyder is die kwota boeke wat op ’n 
keer geleen mag word op agt vasgestel. 


(iii) Daar is gevoel dat die student se behoeftes 
aan studieboeke tweeledig van aard is, 
naamlik : 


(a) Handboeke wat die student saam 
met sy studiegidse moet bestudeer. 
Die leentydperk moet dan aansienlik 
langer wees as wat gebruiklik is. Die 
termyn is vasgestel op minstens twee 
maande met ’n maksimum van een 


1 en * Verslag insake eksterne studie aan die Uni- 
versiteit van Suid-Afrika, deur Prof. A. J. H. van der 
Walt, 1945. 

* Jaarverslag van die Departement van Onderwys, 
Kuns en Wetenskap. 

Voorlopige gegewens. 


akademiese jaar. Dit is duidelik dat 
hierdie voorraad boeke betreklik kons- 
tant gehou sal word. Tans bestaan die 
handboekbiblioteek uit 210 titels in 
ongeveer 6,000 eksemplare. 


(b) Naslaanwerke of boeke wat die stu- — 
dent vir bykomende studie kan ge- 
bruik. Hoe verder gevorderd die 
student is hoe meer sal hierdie boeke 
in aanvraag wees. Die leentydperk is 
vasgestel op 21 dae. Met ander 
woorde, hierdie seksie van die bib- 
lioteek is die biblioteek in die werk- 
like sin van die woord. Die inhoud 
staan tans op 22,500 monografieé en 
ongeveer 16,000 tydskrifsaflewerings 
en ander stukke. 

Dit is duidelik dat hierdie indeling ook die 
organisasie van die leenstelsel bemoeilik. 


(iv) Daar is bevind dat die nie-blanke student, 
wat die grootste behoefte aan ’n sentrale 
biblioteekstelsel het, die beste gedien sou 
kon word deur vir hom afsonderlike 
gelykwaardige fasiliteite aan te bied. Met 
ander woorde, die gebruiker word in 
twee afsonderlike groepe verdeel, so ook 
die biblioteekinhoud. ’n Verdere probleem 
wat hier opduik is die rasionalisasie van 
die aanskafbeleid met betrekking tot dupli- 
kasie. 


(v) Die beskikbaarstelling van tydskrifte en 
skaars boeke, het gaandeweg al hoe groter 
probleme opgelewer. Aanvanklik is die 
risiko aanvaar en die nagraadse student 
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voorsien van bykans enige soort studie- 
materiaal wat hy mag nodig hé. Dit kan 
egter nie vir altyd voortduur nie, en tog 
word besef dat die student wat vér ver- 
wyder is van ’n biblioteek die reg van 
insae nie ontneem kan word nie. Tans 
word reproduksies tydskrifartikels 
voorsien, en planne word beraam hoe 
hierdie diens op monografieé uitgebrei 
kan word. 


Hiermee het ek dan in hooftrekke die pro- 
blematiek van die organisasie van die leenaf- 
deling geskets. Afgesien daarvan dat hierdie 
faktore in aanmerking geneem moet word by 
rekordhouding van wie het wat wanneer geleen 
en hoeveel, moet die personeel alle werk van 
registrasie van lenings self behartig. 

Alhoewel die oplossing nie onaanvegbaar is 
nie, is die stelsel wat tans in gebruik is, die 
resultaat van proefondervindelike maatreéls 
van die afgelope jare. 


1. Elke boek word van twee gekleurde kaartjies 
12” x 33” voorsien. 


2. Elke student het ’n kontrole-kaart waarop 
die volgende besonderhede verskyn : 
(a) Naam en adres en plek vir adresver- 
andering. 
(b) Deposito betaal. 
(c) Kursus waarvoor ingeskryf. 
(d) Aanmanings. 
(e) Boete. 
(f) ‘Terugbesorgings. 
(g) Die onderste rand is in 52 weke inge- 
deel. 
Hierdie kaarte word in alfabeties-numeriese 
volgorde in ’n Kardeks-kabinet opgeberg. 


3. By uitreiking gaan een boekkaartjie na ’n 
numeriese register, volgens aanwinsnommer 
gerangskik. (Sodra klassifikasie voltooi is 
sal die signatuur die ordeningselement vorm.) 
Die tweede kaartjie gaan Kardekstoe agter 
die student se naam. 


NAAM KURSUS 
ADRES BOETE 
DEPOSITO 
AANMANINGS TERUGBESORGINGS 
ta (ad 
7379. 10781. 
KRUGER. SMITH. 
VERw. DATUM DATUM. 
(b) 


VERW. NO. i 


(a) is boekkaartjies en (b) ’n gekleurde gids ; 
met ander woorde hierdie student het twee 
boeke geleen, die eerste waarvan op ’n datum 
in die 15de week van die jaar (ongeveer) 
teruggestuur behoort te wees. Vir kleiner of 
groter oortredings word gidse met verskillende 
kleure gebruik ; en eenmaal weekliks word die 
Kardeks aan ’n kontrole onderwerp. 

Dit is vanselfsprekend dat daar uit die 


staanspoor besluite geneem moes word oor 
die vorm en soorte katalogi wat gebruik sou 
word. Oor die wenslikheid van ’n naamkata- 
logus val daar nie te argumenteer nie. 

Vervolgens is die kruiskatalogus en die saak- 
katalogus oorweeg. Albei vorms is ter syd: 
gestel toe daar besef is dat die katalogus twee- 
talig sal moet wees. 

Daar is derhalwe besluit om naas die naam- 


| 
| 
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katalogus ’n sistematiese katalogus met ’n 
deeglike tweetalige klapper op te bou. Die 
sistematiek wat gebruik word is dié van Dewey. 

Sonder twyfel is hierdie biblioteek nog 
klein en word talle tekortkomings deeglik 
gevoel. Nogtans is die biblioteek bestem om ’n 
belangrike rol binne die struktuur van uni- 
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versiteitsbiblioteke te speel in ’n toekoms vol 
moontlikhede. As klein universiteitsbiblioteek 
met groot verpligtings word die gebrek aan 
’n sentrale nasionale bibliografiese instituut 
terdeé gevoel. 

Ek sluit hierdie oorsig af met ’n tabel be- 
vattende ’n aantal interessante statistieke. 


| 


ingeskryf 


Jaar| Aantal studente | Aantal leners 


B. N.B. Totaal B. N.B. 


Totaal 


1951/1727 728 2455 713 


344 


1057 


Persentasie | 
Persentasie | Aantal | Aantal | onbevredigde 
leners van boeke boeke aansocke 
totale uitgereik| per lener | van totale 
inskrywings aansoeke 
B. N.B.Totaal 
42 47 46) 10,912 10 +3 


1952'2123 815 2943 800 


392 


1192 


38 48 41 | 12,803 10:7) 14% | 


195312442 883 3325 | 1057. 


508 


1565 


| 


43 58 47| 15,673 10 14% | 


B.—Blank. N.B.—Nie-blank 


. Uitreikings aan dosente is buite rekening gelaat. 


“RETIRED BOOKMOBILE” 


Have you ever wondered where faithful, old 
bookmobiles go when they retire ? We found out 
in Warren recently, when our old one was bought 
by a man intending to make a room to house his 
mother-in-law. 


‘“‘Have a sneaking suspicion I missed a golden 


opportunity to acquire a new library patron by not 
stocking it with a few books for her leisure hours.” 


In: Wilson Library Bulletin, September, 1954, p. 77. 


Marjorie Cochran. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES IN PERI-URBAN AREAS 
OF THE RAND 


by R. F. S. Bompas 


Municipal Librarian, Germiston 


AROUND EACH defined municipal area there 
tends to develop a fringe population, usually 
smallholders, whose interests are centred on 
the town, but who are neither townsmen nor 
farmers. Many of them are employed in the 
town but from various motives — escape from 
rates, or love of rural life — prefer these sur- 
roundings. They form a heterogeneous and 
loosely associated community very different 
from the country village. 

In the vicinity of the Witwatersrand this 
tendency has developed during the last 
twenty years to such an extent, that the 
Transvaal Provincial Administration. set up 
the Peri-Urban Areas Health Board in 1945 
to establish and control, inter alia, health 
services, highways, town planning, electricity 
and water supplies. It has local authority on 
an even higher level than that of a municipality. 
For administrative convenience, the peri- 
urban areas, covering about 10,000 square 
miles, are divided into Local Area Committees, 
and in each some form of vigilance association 
functions, though at present there is nothing 


analogous to civic elections. Funds are raised: 


by means of rating, varying from ld. to 7d. 
in the pound on land valuation according to 
the requirements of each township, as well as 
through the usual municipal sources. The 
Board is empowered to establish and maintain 
public libraries at the request of any Local 
Area Committee, but lacks the means to do so 
at present owing to extensive commitments in 
hand, such as the construction of a twenty- 
mile water main. 

The total European population in the Wit- 
watersrand peri-urban areas is uncertain, 
probably 60,000 — 80,000, and excepting for 
those qualified to make use of municipal 
libraries, no local library services were available 
at all before 1950, when at the urgent request 
of the local Vigilance Association, a library 


depot was established by the Transvaal Pro- 
vincial Library in a private dwelling in Linbro 
Park on the north-western outskirts of Johan- 
nesburg. But mere waiting for such requests 
was no solution to the problem of setting up 
a thoroughly integrated and comprehensive 
library service. Owing to the comparative 
sparsity of population concentration, a travel- 
ling library service had to be ruled out. 

After a preliminary survey of the extent and 
conditions of the peri-urban areas, a series of 
consultations was held with the Secretary of 
the Johannesburg Regional Office of the Peri- 
Urban Areas Health Board, as well as those of 
Local Area committees in order to find out: 

1. The types and interests of people in each 

area. 

2. The financial ability to administer a lib- 

rary or library depot in each area. 

3. Suitable accommodation in public places. 

4. A part-time*librarian (full-time services 

would not be necessary in the early stages). 


The People 

Extremes were encountered varying from 
abject poverty to riches, near-illiteracy to well- 
read and cultured communities, as well as 
settled, progressive smallholders to ‘‘fly-by- 


night” floating population. The principal - 


groups of local occupations noted were full- 
time smallholding, part-time smallholding, 
and the so-called “‘country gentleman’’, while 
some townships were primarily residential. 


Financial ability 

In terms of the regulations of the Provincial 
Library the obligation rests with the local 
authority, in these circumstances, to make pro- 
vision for suitable accommodation, a librarian 
and to refund the cost of lost and damaged 
books. The greatest charge is rent if it has to 
be paid, but in all the financial undertaking is 
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relatively small. Ability to subscribe these costs 
depends on local rating. 


Accommodation 

The finding of suitable accommodation 
proved the greatest stumbling block. In almost 
every area investigated, apart from one or two 
schools, there were no public places whatever 
available. There are many objections to the 
use of private dwellings and shops for library 
purposes. In view of the floating population 
in many areas, most school principals flatly 
refused to allow use of their premises, which in 
many cases were already overcrowded. How- 
ever, the position is slowly improving, since 
the Peri-Urban Areas Health Board has built 
and will build local offices. Two offices already 
house library depots, while a third has just 
been completed at Ferndale. 


Depot Librarians 

Little difficulty has been experienced so far 
in securing the services of persons willing 
to act as part-time librarians. They are given 
elementary training and guidance by the Regio- 
nal Librarian, and generally they have proved 


conscientious and enthusiastic. Some are paid 
a small fee, while others are voluntary workers. 

Close liaison between the Provincial Library 
and the Peri-Urban Areas Health Board is 


maintained to keep in touch with developments, 
and to take full advantage of the specialized 
knowledge of the field officers in their parti- 
cular areas. This has already proved successful 
as far as the limited extension of library services 
has been established, for it has shown that most 
of the officers have a keen appreciation of the 
value of a library to a community, and they 
have served to direct public opinion. 

By means of personal visits of the Regional 
Librarian to vigilance associations, as well as 
representatives of organisations such as the 
Vroue-Federasie, interest is stimulated and 
support is gained for the establishment of 
library depots. Some idea of the magnitude of 
the problem may be conceived by the fact 
that at least fifty more centres will be needed — 
to give a minimum satisfactory service. 

The outstanding problem in_ providing 
complete coverage in the peri-urban areas 
depends upon accommodation, and this will 
be solved only when public buildings are 
erected. Private enterprise in this direction 
has succeeded in at least one case so far in 
providing library premises, namely at Henley- 
on-Klip. This obstacle should be overcome in 
time by persistent and planned publicity for 
the need for an adequate library service in 
each area. 


CAPE TOWN CITY LIBRARY SERVICE 


On 1 January 1954 most of the existing public sub- 
scription libraries in the suburbs of Cape Town were 
incorporated in the City Library Service as branches 
of the new municipal free library system. The 
Annual Report of the Service for 1953 records the 
intensive preparations made during that year for the 
great conversion — a complicated and strenuous 
task involving not only much negotiation with ex- 
isting committees, but also the preparation of by- 
laws, standardising of routines, preparation of book- 
stocks amounting to 140,000 in number, and pre- 
liminary registration of borrowers for the new 


service. Arrangements were mace to transfer to the - 


Council’s service all members of library staff who 
wished to do so, at improved rates of pay ; 21 libra- 
rians and 14 part-time staff were involved. Apart 
from this major activity, libraries were opened 
in a large clothing factory at Salt River, and at 
the Students’ Clinic at Kensington, and the first 
mobile library - for non-Europeans success- 
fully put on the road. Two features of the year’s 
work were the operation of a request service of 


books to the suburban and extension libraries, and 
the development of children’s library work through 
the building-up of stocks and organization of book- 
talks to both parents and children. The Hospital 
library services were maintained to seven hospitals 
in the City area, and developments in the Exten- 
sion service included the re-organization of library 
facilities in the Langa Township. All this activity 
was organized from the Headquarters Building 
of the City Library Service, consisting of one entire 
floor of a large commercial building in Chiappini 
Street. 

The City Librarian, Mr. Hood, took over the task 
of building-up a City-wide free municipal service 
in Cape Town in May, 1952. This first full year’s 
report shows the rapid progress made by Mr. Hood 
and his staff, and the encouraging support that has 
been given them by the Municipality which, with 
the Provincial Administration, finances the Service. 
The subsequent expansion of the Service has been 
even more remarkable, and will be described in 
the Annual Report for 1954. 
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SOME PROPOSALS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERVICES IN 


SOUTH 


AFRICA 


by D. H. Variety & O. H. Spour 


(Based on papers read at the Bloemfontein Conference, 28 September 1954) 


EVALUATION OF PRESENT SERVICES AND SUGGESTIONS 
FOR THEIR IMPROVEMENT?! 


by D. H. VaRLEY 


SINCE THE END of World War II impressive 
advances have been made on an international 
scale. in the organization of bibliographical 
services. Such services have of course an essent- 
ially practical purpose: namely, to make 
access as easy as possible to recorded material 
of every kind, national and foreign ; to disclose 
to the general public what references exist 
and where they can be found; and, in each 
individual country, to ensure as far as possible 
that the particular contribution of its writers 
and thinkers is made available to the world at 
large. 

The demands arising from countries at war 
revealed many imperfections in the apparatus 
of finding and communicating vital inform- 
ation. Perhaps the most significant post-war 
development in this field was a Survey of 
existing bibliographical facilities carried out 
in 1949 on a world-wide basis, largely on the 
initiative of Unesco and the Library of Con- 
gress. In 1950 a Conference on the Improve- 
ment of Bibliographical Services was called in 
Paris to consider the findings of this Survey, 
and at that Conference a number of minimum 
requirements for bibliographical and inform- 
ation services in each country were adopted.? 
_ These standards constitute the best yardstick 
? Larsen, Knud. National bibliographical services, 


their creation and operation (Unesco Bibliographical 
Handbooks, I). Paris, Unesco, 1953. 142 p. 


we have for measuring the efficacy of our own 
bibliographical equipment. 


PROGRESS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
The Unesco-Library of Congress Survey 
made it clear that some countries lacked even 
the primary elements of bibliographical service, 
and showed that in others which had the 
framework and in some cases many of the tools, 
the potentialities of those services were still 
insufficiently recognised and supported by 
governmental and other financing authorities. 
So far as we in South Africa are concerned, 
interest in the subject has of course been 
greatly quickened by the demands of our 
post-War industrial revolution, but it must 
not be forgotten that as long ago as 1936 Mr. 
Freer was addressing the S. A. Library Assoc- 
iation on- some long-range bibliographical 
2 Unesco. General report of the Conference on 


the Improvement of Bibliographical Services, Une- 
sco House, Paris, 7-10 November 1950 (Unesco- 


CUA/5). 1950. 11p. 


Unesco/Library of Congress Bibliographical Sur- 


ey: 

Vol. 1. Bibliographical services, their present state 
and possibilities of improvement. Washington, 1950. 
67 p. 

Vol. 2. National development and international 
planning of bibliographical services (Unesco/CUA/1). 
Paris, 1950, 
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objectives which have a familiar appearance 
to-day ; the Inter-library loan scheme was in 
operation long before the War, and the pro- 
totype of the Catalogue of Union Periodicals, 
Mr. Lloyd’s List of scientific serials was in 
existence “way back” in the ’twenties of this 
century. 

The first attempt to set down what had 
been achieved and what still remained to be 
done in this field, was made by a sub-commit- 
tee of two, who reported to the Conference of 
the S.A. Library Association in 1943, and 
published their findings in S. A. L. in October 
of that year.! Since then we have had several 
broad surveys of the position, including one 
published in 1947 by Mr. H. Holdsworth in 
the Journal of Documentation,? and a more 
recent contribution, bringing the information 
up-to-date, by Dr. O. H. Spohr, in the Nach- 
richten fiir Dokumentation® for 1953. 


STANDARDS OF ASSESSMENT 


We are concerned here, however, with an 
assessment of the bibliographical machinery 
at present existing in the Union of South Africa, 
and with suggestions for its possible improve- 
ment. The kind of tests applied in trying to 
assess a given service include such questions 
as the following: How complete is it ? How 
promptly does it appear ? Has it an adequate 
indexing apparatus? Is its presentation and 
analysis of material satisfactory ? Is it 
properly co-ordinated with other services? 
How useful is it as a basis for further biblio- 
graphical tasks ? What does it cost to produce 
and distribute, and can this be reduced or 
improved upon? These and similar questions 
have been constantly in the minds of planning 
groups in many countries, including our own ; 
and:in order to focus conveniently some of the 
problems dealt with by the South African 
working group, it may be useful to examine the 


1S.A. Library Association — Sub-committee on 
bibliographical projects. Recommendations and _ list 
of bibliographical desiderata for South Africa 
(S.A.L., 11(2), 39-40, Oct. 1943). 

? Holdsworth, H. Bibliography in South Africa 
(Fournal of Documentation, 3, 151-59, Dec. 1947). 

3 Spohr, O. H. Bibliographie der Dokumentation 
in Siidafrika (Nachrichten fiir Dokumentation, 4(4), 
Dez. 1953). See also Varley, D. H. The progress of 
bibliographical services in South Africa (S. A.L., 
21(4), 118-120, April 1954). 


different components of national bibliographical 
service in general, and then to discuss the 


strength and weakness of our present South 


African equipment, and make suggestions for 
its improvement. 


OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
SERVICE 


ELEMENTS 


What then, in any country, are the main 
components of bibliographical service ? They 
may consist of a number of well-defined ele- 
ments : for instance, a national bibliography of 
current publishing output ; a Union Catalogue 
of combined resources ; and a whole network 
of guides, lists and agencies of a more or less 
specialized nature. They may be centred on a 
national library, or shared between two or 
more libraries of a national character and status, 
or between a number of libraries having the 
necessary staff and resources for this type of 
work. 


(i) Planning body 

The Paris Conference of 1950, referred to 
earlier in this article, set out as its first resolu- 
tion the need for ‘‘a recognized planning or- 
ganization” in each country, with the follow- 
ing functions : 

(a) to promote the development of biblio- 

graphic and information services ; 

(b) to stimulate research in the field of biblio- 
graphic methodology and to serve as 
a clearing-house of information about 
research completed and progress made 
in this field ; 

(c) to co-ordinate effort and assist in the 
determination of priorities ; and 

(d) to act as a link with international bodies 

concerned with the planning of biblio- 

graphical and information services. 

In South Africa so far the functions of a 
national planning group have been carried 
out by the standing Bibliographical sub- 
Committee of this Association, appointed in 


-1949; it has broadened its membership by 


co-opting as corresponding members the State 
Librarian and the Head of the Information 
and Library Division of the C.S.I.R., and 
its membership could be further broadened 
with advantage, provided that its nucleus con- 
tinues to enjoy the practical benefit of meeting 
in one centre — so far, in Cape Town. This 


ay 
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Committee carries out some of the functions 
of a planning body, and is acting increasingly 
as a “clearing-house of information on biblio- 
graphical research”, as shown by the series 
of ‘‘Notes on documentation” which Dr. Spohr 
is contributing to South African Libraries. 
It is not yet an officially recognised body. 
It has no funds of its own, other than out- 
of-pocket expenses provided. by the Council 
of this Association. And hitherto it has had 
no home of its own, although the Trustees of 
the South African Library have now agreed in 
principle to give its activities house-room, and 
possibly to provide some secretarial facilities. 
In brief, then, we have an embryo planning 
body, but it still lacks the status and financial 
support to render its work fully effective. 


(ii) Bibliographical publications 

There are several categories of bibliogra- 
phical publications to be considered, following 
the minimum equipment recommended by 
the Paris Conference of 1950. 


(a) Current national bibliography 

The irreducible minimum is defined as: 
A General National bibliography of all books 
and pamphlets-published and on sale in each 
country, regardless of the language in which 
they are written, and preferably including theses 
and academic publications, and government 
publications of public interest. Such a biblio- 
graphy should enable items to be traced quickly 
by subject, by author, and where desirable by 
title, and Annual Indexes should be proviged. 

Outstanding recent examples of such a tool 
include the British National Bibliography, 
a post-war creation; the Repertoire du livre 
suisse ; the Canadian current national biblio- 
graphy, Canadiana; and the Library of Con- 


gress Subject Catalog, the first and last of these 


being on a scale of their own. get 
In South Africa we have two lists issued 


by national libraries: the State Library’s— 


mimeographed list based on copyright acces- 
sions, issued monthly and cumulated annually, 
and arranged in author form; and the classified 
lists of South African. material, also based on 
copyright intake, which are printed in each issue 
of the Quarterly Bulletin of the South African 
Library in Cape Town. These latter lists in- 
clude births, deaths and changes of title and 
address of periodicals, which do not appear 
elsewhere, and also government publications, 
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bibliographies relating to Southern Africa and 
other material supplementing the Grey Biblio- 
graphies published by the same library. At 
present these lists lack an adequate index, and 
are growing larger with each number. The 
experiment of distributing galleys to a number 
of libraries in the Union and overseas, had to 
be abandoned on grounds of expense ; and the 
issue of this material in another form altogether 


is at present under review. 


Apart from these two lists there are the typed 
check-lists of the copyright material received 
by the Bloemfontein and Natal Society Public 
Libraries, and the Annual lists of Africana 
received by the Library of Parliament; and the 
trade list, South African catalogue of books, 
presently appearing in the journal South African 


publisher and bookseller. 


These lists are to a large extent complemen- 
tary, and it may be asked whether they are all 
necessary, and whether the information they 
individually convey could not be more economi- 
cally and effectively provided by one list, com- 
piled and financed on a co-operative basis, with _ 
the active support of the publishers. ‘The 
British National Bibliography, for instance, 
is sponsored by a committee on which libra- 
rians, publishers and documentalists are repre- 
sented, and is based on the copyright intake of 
the British Museum. For us in South Africa, 
however, the answer lies not so much in the 
problems of compilation as in those of pro- 
duction and distribution. These will be dealt 
with later in this paper. 


(b) Select annual list of national output 

Although we have a number of incomplete 
or out-of-date general lists of best books 
of a South African vintage, we still lack a 
critically compiled, selective annual list of 
publications on the lines of those issued, for 
instance, by the Commonwealth National 
Library of Australia. Here again, the problem 
is less one of compilation than of distribution, 
and will be considered in that context. 


(c) Retrospective national bibliography 

A less urgent requirement, but one of more 
formidable dimensions, is the production of 
a revised retrospective bibliography covering 
the literary output of South Africa in the past. 
Here, of course, we have a familiar basic tool in 
the two volumes of Sidney Mendelssohn’s South 
African Bibliography. This is indispensable so 
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far as it goes, but it includes only a part of the 
known literature on its subject, and is limited 
~ to the 500 copies originally printed, of which 
the remaining copies are already collector’s 
items. 

Several attempts have been made to produce 
either a revised Mendelssohn or a series of 
supplementary volumes. One project of this 
kind, depending on the integration of entries 
in the original Mendelssohn with the supple- 
mentary entries up to 1914 recorded in type- 
script in the British Museum, was mooted by 
a firm in London during 1953 ; but according 
to the latest information, this scheme will not 
now be carried out. It depended not on photo- 
graphic methods of reproduction, but on the 
re-setting of the original material; and the 
cost of production would have proved very 
substantial. 

It may be doubted whether another Mendels- 
sohn on the original scale is either economic 
or practicable, or even desirable under present- 
day conditions. An alternative proposal, con- 
sidered by the Bibliographical sub-committee 
and described later in this paper by Dr. Spohr, 
is the compilation of a union list on cards, based 
primarily on the holdings of two or three of the 
largest collections of South African material in 
the country, and supplemented by entries from 
the many other public and private collections, 
all of which overlap in respect of basic material, 
but have some items not to be found in the 
others. Once the union list is complete, it can 
be made the basis either of partial classified 
lists, or of author lists reproduced by offset 
methods, possibly supplemented by a current list 
in the same medium. A scheme of this kind 
requires an organizing centre, staff and equip- 
ment, and financial support on a national scale. 


(d) Periodical publications 

In this field, of vital importance in modern 
research, we are comparatively well served. 
The Index to South African Periodicals, first 
produced as a collective effort of good intentions 
by the S.A. Library Association in 1940, 
was taken ove: in 1945 by the Johannesburg 
Public Library, and is now recognized as one 
of the best tools of its kind.! It is also a good 
example of the extent to which we are indebted 
to an individual institution for producing a 

1 See the article in the present number of S. A. L. 


by Mrs. L. J. de Wet on compiling the Index to 
South African periodicals, pp. 93-96. 


tool of national importance: the sales do not 
nearly cover the costs of compilation and pro- 
duction, and if it were not for the happy cir- 
cumstance that the Johannesburg Public Lib- 
rary undertakes this work as part of its Refer- 
ence services and makes the result: generally 
available, we should still be lacking one of the 
most useful pieces of bibliographical equip- 
ment in the country. 

It is due to the enterprise of another library, 
the Witwatersrand University Library, that the 
Catalogue of Union Periodicals, with its sup- 
plements, which depend so much for their prac- 
tical usefulness on being kept up-to-date by 
contributing libraries, are so to speak ‘serviced’ 
from a central clearing-house. Here too is a 
straightforward case of a bibliographical pro- 
ject gaining support from the National Re- 
search Councils on its potential merits as a 
research tool: a good augury for the future 
of bibliographical services. 

To complete the trilogy we need an Index 
to South African periodicals published prior 
to 1940. Most of the titles involved have been 
listed either in C.U.P. or in the checklists 
compiled by Miss Saul! and Miss Plowman.’ 
Probably the strongest corcentration of jour- 
nals for the earlier period is in Cape Town, 
but here again material is scattered in other 
libraries throughout the country. This is a 
one-time job, and a project that will certairly 
repay the effort and expense of doing thorough- 
ly. At present (1954) it is under discussion in 
both Cape Town and Johannesburg. 


(e) Newspaper indexes 

Up till now we have not succeeded in per- 
suading any of our major newspapers to 
emulate the London Times, the New York 
Times and the Sydney Morning Herald by 
publishing current indexes to their files. 
It is perhaps worth mentioning the progress 
so far made in preserving the corpus that will 
one day have to be indexed — the copies of 
the newspapers themselves.? In comparison 


1 Saul, C. D. South African periodical publications, 
1800-1875. Cape Town, School of librarianship, 1950. 

2? Plowman, J. I. South African periodical publica- 
tions, 1875-1910. Cape Town, School of librarian- 
ship, 1952 (unpublished). 

3See also the Union list of South African newspapers, 
1800-1950, compiled at the South African Library 
and published as Grey Bibliography no. 3 in 1950. 
This comprises a list of all known extant files and 
their whereabouts. 
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with the efforts of countries like Canada and 
New Zealand, not to mention countries with 
more powerful resources, we are still only at 
the beginning of our microfilming programme. 
Apart from files photographed commercially, 
such as the Standard and Diggers’ News and 
the Natal Mercury, the Film Services Division 
of the Union Education Department has com- 
pleted the filming of eleven important Cape 
newspapers of the last century, including the 
Afrikaanse Patriot, Zuid-Afrikaan, S. A. Com- 
mercial Advertiser and Cape Times, of which 
the originals are in the South African Library 
in Cape ‘Town. All these are available on posi- 
tive microfilm, the master negative being 
housed in the Division’s film repository in 
Pretoria. Although not strictly speaking a biblio- 
graphical service, the provision of material 
of this kind is of great importance in a country 
where the newspapers constitute rich source- 
material for the writing of its history ; and it 
is to be hoped that the microfilming programme 
so far completed, will be extended as soon as 
possible to cover many other perishable 
records. 


(f) Other bibliographical publications 

I have mentioned some of the main tools 
we have in our South African bibliographical 
equipment, and others we need to have. Here 
are a few we still lack : a bibliography of maps 
and atlases; an adequate bibliography of 
South African musical works ; a list of audio- 
visual materials; and an up-to-date biblio- 
graphy of unpublished academic publications, 
including theses. In addition, we still lack an 
adequate dictionary of national biography, 
and have for the moment to be content with 
many scattered sources. 

In some other respects we are better served. 
We have current lists of periodicals published 
in South Africa, a directory of special library 
resources in the sciences (and one in the human- 
ities now compiling.) We have subject biblio- 
graphy projects. being undertaken in different 
parts of the country, of which I need only 
mention the Portrait Index in progress at the 
Johannesburg Public Library, the indexing of 
biographical and other references in the Gra- 
hamstown Fournal now in progress in the Cory 
Library under the direction of Dr. van der 
Riet, and the various subject bibliographies 
undertaken each year by the students at the 
University of Cape Town Library School, 


which are helping to fill in the gaps in subject 
equipment. 


(iii) Specialized information services 

There is, then, a good deal of activity in the 
production of South African bibliographical 
tools, some of it sponsored by the State through 
the Research Boards, and some undertaken by 
institutions on their own initiative. In some 
directions, notably in the listing of official 
publications, the apparatus is still woefully 
inadequate. In another direction, that of 
specialized services, the picture is very much 
brighter. ‘Thus we are well served by the cent- 
ral scientific library and documentary services 
built up by Miss Hazel Mews at the C. S. I. R. 
since 1945, and by the associated services 
provided by the Industrial Research Associa- 
tion scheme. In this field of technology and 
science it is probably true to say that we are 


_as well equipped, relatively speaking, as many 


countries with a longer history of scientific and 
industrial development, and greater resources. 

Apart from specialized services of this kind 
there are the contributions of researchers and 
bibliographers in South Africa to internation- 
ally-organized abstracting services and tools, 
notably in the medical, natural science and 
social science fields. In this connection, our 
South African working group is in direct 
liaison, through Miss Mews, with the Advisory 
Committee for Documentation in the Natural 


Sciences, and through its present Chairman, 


with the International Committee on Biblio- 
graphy in Paris, on which he serves as Cor- 
responding Member for South Africa. 


(iv) Union Catalogues and inter-library loan 
machinery 

The compilation and production of biblio- 
graphical tools is of course only one element 
in the apparatus of locating information and 
making it readily and speedily available. The 
provision of machinery for inter-library loan 
has been built up over a period of years by the 
State Library, Pretoria ; and latterly, the com- 
pilation and maintenance of a Union Catalogue 
of non-fiction resources in the country has 
been undertaken by the same library. This 
latter task must have been eased to some 
extent by the building-up of centralized cata- 

*Cp. Mews, Hazel. The co-ordination of scienti- 


fic research in Africa south of the Sahara (S. A.L., 
21(2), 31-36, Oct. 1943). bibliog. 
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logues for the Provincial Services, but it is 
still an undertaking of formidable dimensions. 

It is here that the application of photographic 
techniques has preved strikingly successful in 
both New Zealand and Canada. In 1953-54 
alone, for instance, no fewer than 837,000 cards 
were photographed in libraries in Montreal, 
Quebec and Winnipeg by the Canadian National 
Library, and it is estimated that since this 
project began a total of just over 2 million 
cards have been photocopied from the catalogues 


of 62 libraries, representing about 43 million - 


volumes in all.1 Our stocks in South Africa 
are smaller, but they are widely dispersed, 
and one cannot help thinking that by tackling 
this problem on a similarly bold scale we 
should overcome some of the difficulties that 
are handicapping the growth of the Union 
Catalogue to-day. 


(v) International exchange centre 

There is one other component of biblio- 
graphical service at present lacking in South 
Africa upon which the International commit- 
tees lay particular stress: a central clearing- 
house for the exchange of publications both 
within the country concerned, and between 
these libraries and exchange centres overseas, 
such as the U. S. Book Exchange Incorporated 
and many centres built up in Europe and 

elsewhere since the War. 

At present most of our larger libraries have 
their own arrangements for the direct exchange 
of publications, both internally and externally, 
and this appears to work satisfactorily enough 
at present. But the stage of development may 
come at which we shall feel the need for a 
central bureau of information for both internal 

external exchanges. 


EVALUATION OF EXISTING SERVICES 


We are now in a better position to try and 


assess the general picture of bibliographical ‘ 


development in South Africa up till the present 
time. To what extent have we achieved the 
main elements of a service on a national scale, 


1 Canada — National Library. Report of the Na- 
tional Librarian for the fiscal year ending March 31, 
1954. Ottawa, O. P., 1954. 11p. See also Shepard, 
Martha, The problems of microfilming catalogue 
cards (Bulletin of the Canadian Library Associa- 
tion, 8(3), 89-90, Nov. 1951). 


as distinct from a series of useful but discon- 
nected projects ? If the most is to be made of 
the services at present offered, what steps are 
needed to co-ordinate and above all finance 
them more effectively ? What new services do 
we need, and how are they to be organized ? 

It should be said at once that our present 
equipment is one of which we need in no way 
be ashamed. It is true that we have neither 
the tight “bibliographical control” of a com- 
pact country such as Denmark, nor the major 
apparatus of older and larger countries such 
as Great Britain and the United States. /We 
have, however, to summarise briefly, the follow- 
ing components of a national bibliographical 
service 

We have the elements of a planning body 
and information centre in the working group 
known so far as the Bibliographical sub- 
Committee, but at present it lacks official 
status and financial means. 

We have a framework of bibliographical 
service on a national scale based primarily on 
the two national libraries and on the Councils 
for Scientific and Educational Research ; 
these are State or State-aided bodies, and the 
amount of support they receive from the Gov- 
ernment should be in direct relation to. the 
tasks they set out to perform. 

We have a number of important bibliogra- 
phical undertakings in progress, which have 
arisen through the initiative of individual 
libraries with the resources to carry them out. 
These undertakings should be welcomed, and 
fitted into the general framework. 

Lastly, there are projects which for want of 
financial support and the necessary technical 
facilities, still represent important lacunae in 
our national bibliographical equipment. Of 
these perhaps the two most important are 
the general national bibliography of current 
publishing output, and the compilation of a 
basic union list of South African publications 
of the past to supplement our present imperfect 
record. 


THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL PUBLICATIONS 


At present the methods of compilation, 
production and distribution of bibliographical 
publications in South Africa are varied in the 
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extreme. Some publications are printed and 
distributed in periodical form, and made avail- 
able on subscription ; others are stencilled and 
sold at a figure covéring costs; others again 
are circulated free of charge to selected recip- 
ients. In the case of the Grey Bibliographies, 
published from the South African Library in 
Cape Town, the initial costs of compilation 
have been borne by the Library as part of its 
normal functions, while the printing costs 
have been met, or partially met, by ploughing 
back the proceeds of sales over a period of 
time. This is a haphazard procedure, unsatis- 
factory from the point of view both of the pro- 
ducer and the consumer. 


In passing, it is worth remembering that 
from the initial processes of cataloguing and 


preparation it is often possible to produce - 


several different types of bibliographical tool 
from one centre. Outstanding examples of 
this are the publications of the Danske Bib- 
liografiske Kontor, and the Swiss National 
Library at Berne. As an example of what can 
be done on quite a small scale, mention may 
perhaps be made of the specially-printed 
stock-card now in use in the Africana Depart- 
ment of the South African Library, which can 
form the basis of several different types of 
bibliographical publication in turn. 


These problems have to a large extent been 
simplified by the application of modern tech- 
niques,! which are referred to below in greater 
detail by Dr. Spohr. The scale on which we 
in South Africa are likely to work for some 
time to come will scarcely justify the use of 
the more elaborate punched-card techniques, 
and with us the Rapid Selector is more likely 
to be a harassed bibliographer in person than 
a miracle of electronic ingenuity. But the 
simpler applications and techniques, the in- 
creased use of the I. B. M. electric typewriter, 
the Varityper, and offset printing methods, 
are well within our reach, once the initial costs 
can be met. It is at this point that we need 
concrete proposals and the wherewithal to 
carry them out; and with this in mind, the 
following suggestions are put forward for 
further consideration and discussion. 


2 Bryant, Margaret S. Modern techniques of 
bibliographical production (Libri, 4(2), 143-152,1954). 


SOME PROPOSALS FOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
DEVELOPMENT _ 


Planning body 
The existing Bibliographical sub-com- 
mittee to be converted into a National Com- 
- mittee on Bibliographical Services, with a 
nucleus of members able to meet at one 
centre; its functions to be broadly those 
enumerated by the 1950 Paris Conference ; 


its headquarters to be (for convenience) 
in Cape Town, and its secretariat housed 
and shared with the South African Library ; 


this Committee to act as a clearing-house 
for bibliographical projects, and to “co- 
ordinate effort and assist in the determination 
of priorities”, and to act as a link with inter- 
national bodies concerned with the planning 
of bibliographical and information services. 


Financing of national projects 

Since the financing of projects of a national 
character should be, notably in the initial 
stages, the responsibility of the State, the 
chief responsibility for carrying out such 
activities should continue to be shared 
between the two national libraries and the 
two. Research Councils, with appropriate 
subsidies from the Union Government ; 
but that this should not preclude the financ- 
ing of projects initiated by other institutions 
by the Research Councils. 


Pilot projects 
It is suggested that, as a beginning, the 
Bibliographical Committee should collaborate 
with the Trustees of the South African Lib- 
rary and the University of Cape Town Lib- 
raries, on the specific project of a current 
bibliography of South African publications, 
on the basis of sale to libraries and other 
institutions in South Africa and overseas ; 
and that the costs and other implications of 
compiling by photographic means a basic 
-union list of Africana material be further 
examined. 

To give these proposals actuality, Dr. 
Spohr has contributed the following notes on 
technical aids, which should be read with the 
foregoing background in mind. 

Finally, it should never be forgotten that 
however efficient the technical means of pro- 
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ducing bibliographical tools, the indispensable 
element is the human one, the bibliographer 
himself. Without his skill, vision and ability 
none of the techniques can have real validity 
or purpose ; and in putting forward definite 


proposals for bibliographical development, 
this human problem - the recruitment, train- 
ing and cherishing of the living bibliographer, 
must be constantly kept in mind. 


II 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERVICE FOR SOUTH AFRICA: SOME TECHNICAL AIDS 


by O. H. 


During the past year encouraging progress 
has been made on the technical front so far 
as South African libraries are concerned. 
The University of Pretoria has plans to improve 
its photographic services; the University of 
Witwatersrand is considering similar proposals ; 
Rhodes University has already established a 
photographic department, and the University 
of Natal Libraries are about to employ new 
methods for the reproduction of catalogue 
cards and other material. At the University of 
Cape Town Libraries it has been possible to 
experiment with some new techniques, and 
thanks to support from librarians both in 
South Africa and overseas, it has been possible 
to undertake projects such as the Willem 
Hiddingh Reprint series, the series of student 
subject bibliographies, and the new Booklist 
series, all of which are dependent on modern 
photographic techniques. 

As Mr. Varley has said in his paper, the 
establishment of national bibliographical ser- 
vices presupposes the establishment of an 
organization to initiate and carry them out. 
In the remarks that follow I am assuming that 
such an organization has been created, and 
that we are mainly concerned with methods, 
techniques and costs. 


CURRENT NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Two models are worthy of our consideration 
at the present stage : the current bibliographies 
published by the United States Department 
of Agriculture, and the list produced by the 
Canadian National Library, Canadiana. ' 

The technique used is roughly as follows: 
With an electric typewriter to ensure even 
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typing, and with an electric typesetter for the 
headline and headings, the master copy is 
typed on to five-by-three cards or slips. If it is 
intended to produce multiple cards for sub- 
scribers, the master copy can be typed on to 
an offset masterfoil or stencil, and copies of 
these masters can be used for the final copy. 

These slips or master-copies are then 
mounted in classified or any other order 
desired, on to sheets of paper. The titles and 
subtitles of the divisions are mounted in the 
appropriate places, and the sheets are photo- 
graphed. From the negatives, positives on a 
reduced but readable scale are copied on to 
sensitised off-set plates. From these we can 
print, bind with plastic glue and publish in a 
matter of days, compared with the weeks 
taken by a printer. In my view the costs of 
printing by orthodox methods can also be cut 
by anything up to 40 per cent. 

Judging by overseas experience this process 
is not more costly in the long run than the 
production of ordinary mimeographed copies. 
More entries can be placed on each sheet than by 
stencil typing, and less paper is used, since the 
photographic reductions can be brought down 
to a much smaller paper size. It is true that the 
finished article does not look as attractive as it 
would if it were set in printing type, but it is 
much preferable to mimeographed sheets, and 
in publications of this kind, speed and cheap- 
ness are more important than aesthetic ap- 
pearance. 

The equipment needed for a project of this 
nature consists of one or two electric typewriters, 
a reproduction camera, a small plant to print 
on to sensitised masters, and a small off-set 
duplicator. The initial cost of equipment is 
estimated at between £1,500 and £2,000, at 


2 
ped 
— 
Wee 
=: 
i: 
4 


present prices. Most of the equipment is 
already in use in the ig Department 
of the University of Cape Town Libraries. 

While the techniques I have described are 
basic, there are various alternative methods of 
producing and cumulating the information 
collected. The process of typing card-entries 
could be undertaken, say, six times a year, and 
the original cards stored to make up annual 
indexes or cumulations. Alternatively, the ori- 
ginal entries could be typed on to masters, from 
which an almost unlimited number of cards can 
be printed. The library undertaking the origi- 
nal cataloguing and typing of masters would 
receive aS many sets of cards as it needs for its 
own catalogues ; other libraries, perhaps includ- 
ing some now issuing their own lists, might be 
prepared to subscribe to sets of cards, at a 
cost estimated provisionally (on the basis of 
some 1,500 entries per year) at £10 to £12 for 
the first set, and £7. 10s. to £9 for each ad- 
ditional set. Co-operating libraries finding 
meterial not catalogued by the initiating library 
would, in the interests of complete bibliographi- 
cal coverage, supply the editor of the current 
list with such material, to be incorporated in 
the next list. 

Doubts have been expressed about the eco- 
nomic payability of a card service of this kind. 
To print cards against order after publication 
of the current list, as the Library of Congress 
does, is both risky and costly, and is not to be 
recommended here ; and it is probable that an 
initial subsidy would be needed to launch a 
South African scheme. But whether a list in 
book or card form is preferred, experience 
elsewhere serves to show that publishers are 
enthusiastic for a scheme that lists their pro- 
ductions quickly and economically, while even 
the B.N.B. has constant requests to make the 
entries available in card form. 


Retrospective Africana union list 

Practice in the compilation of Union Cata- 
logues varies widely overseas. Thus in Eng- 
land they are based on the inter-linking of 
regional catalogues, and methods of photo- 
graphic reproduction for a major central cata- 
logue are not used. In Western Germany an 
attempt was made after the War (with head- 
quarters at Cologne) to compile a Union cata- 
logue by photographic means, but technical 
and financial difficulties were encountered, 
staff was made available but insufficient equip- 
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ment, and in the end it was found necessary to 
revert to the manuscript catalogue. In the case 
of the Philadelphia Bibliographical Center rov- 
ing microfilm cameras were used and the ori- 
ginal catalogue was established in this way. But 
at that time the compilation of the Catalogue 
was regarded as a Federal Research Project to 
assist in overcoming unemployment, and addi- 
tional cards were typed from the original 
microfilm. 

However, the project we are now considering 
is different, in that we do not want one catalo- 
gue only, but eventually multiples of it. One 
suggested procedure is as follows : 

With a moveable microfilm camera the 
existing catalogues of the two largest Africana 
Collections —- the Mendelssohn/Parliamentary 
and South African Library Collections in Cape 
Town — might be photographed as a base. It is 
estimated that the number of entries involved 
would be in the neighbourhood of 40,000. From 
the film, one photographic print of each entry 
would be developed on thin-based photographic 
paper, five-by-three in dimension. This paper 
does not curl up, but being thin is not easy to 
handle ; it would however only be handled by 
the editor and his staff, and for the period 
during which the central catalogue was being 
compiled. 

The cost of this first catalogue, that is, apart 
from labour, is estimated roughly at £150 for 
the film and £700 for the prints. 

It would then be necessary for the editor to 
check the basic catalogue against the other 
important Africana Collections in the country, 
both public and private, and to add and adapt 
entries accordingly. The estimate of cost would 
have to include expenses of travelling for a team 
of two people to the more important centres. 

Once the catalogue is complete, or as nearly 
so as possible, the decision will have to be taken 
whether to print in off-set in card- or book- 
form. Some preliminary estimates of size have 
been made by the Bibliographical sub-commit- 
tee, but more work on the costing aspect needs 
to be done, and it is not yet possible to give. 
reliable figures. 

An alternative proposal, and a less expensive 
-one, would be to reproduce the existing 

Mendelssohn volumes by permission of the 
Library of Parliament, by the Retocée or some 
other process. This has the obvious dis- 
advantage that omissions and errors in the 
original volumes are reproduced, and the 
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insertion of supplementary material calls for a 
good deal of thought. 


Inter-library loans on microfilm 

An increasing amount of inter-library lending 
is being carried on in South Africa by means of 
microfilm. At the University of Cape Town, 
for instance, many research departments are 
now using microfilm from overseas, and Rho- 
des University Library among others, is now 
obtaining mest of its inter-library loan ma- 
terial from Cape Town in this form. 

I should like to put forward again a sugges- 
tion made to the Conference of the Association 
last year, namely, that libraries holding much 
source material should instal a small reproduc- 
tion camera unit such as the Leitz Reprovit, and 
pass the film on for processing to a central 
laboratory, from which the film, and prints if 
desired, could be despatched to the library 
needing the material. 


Deposit of theses on microfilm 

Finally, I should like to revive my proposal 
of last year that each student completing an 
academic thesis should be required to submit, 
with the original, a brief abstract in duplicate 
and a small fee (say, 2d. per page) for making a 
microfilm of his thesis. These theses on film 
would. be stored at a Central repository 


~ preferably in Pretoria. The duplicate copy of 
the abstracts could be sent on to the two Re- 
search Councils which publish regular lists 
describing research projects in progress or 
completed. A catalogue entry should go to the 
current national bibliography for inclusion in 
its accessions. The Central repository should 
have the right to make positive copies of thesis 
material on microfilm and sell them at cost to 
bona fide enquirers, such as universities and re- 
search bodies. 

In support of such a scheme which is 
entirely practicable if properly run, one needs 
only to recall that there is a substantial gap 
between the end of the period with which 
Mr. A. M. Lewin Robinson was concerned in 
his Catalogue of theses, 1918-1941, and the 
issue of lists of work in progress by the Research 
Councils. Moreover, to state that a thesis has 
been completed does. not make it available, and, 
as most of us know, University libraries often 
have great difficulty in obtaining even one 
copy of such theses for reference purposes, and 
having obtained it, are entirely reluctant to 
allow it out of their sight. It is suggested, 
therefore, that a scheme of this kind would be 
of practical and material benefit not only to 
the students concerned and to the Universities, 
but to South African research in general. 


AAN INTEKENAARS EN MEDEWERKERS 


Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteke is die amptelike orgaan 
van die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteekvereniging. Dit 
word kosteloos uitgestuur aan volle Jede, wat hulle 
jaarlikse intekengeld op of voor 1 Julie betaal het. 
Adres van die Ere-Redakteur : p/a Suid-Afrikaanse 
Biblioteek, Die Laan, Kaapstad. 

Los nommers: Lede 4s., Nie-lede 7s. 6d., verkrybaar 
by die Ere-Sekretaris, Oostelaan, 181, Arcadia, Pre- 
toria. 

Artikels oor vraagstukke met betrekking tot die 
biblioteekwese en bibliografie word aangevra. 

Aantekenings en nuusberigte uit die biblioteek- 
wéreld oor bedrywighede van allerlei aard, nuwe en 
verboude biblioteekgeboue, ens., sal verwelkom 
word. 

Op koerantuitknipsels moet die betrokke passas- 
sies duidelik aangewys word, en die datum en her- 
koms vermeld word. 

Fnige bydraes wat reeds elders vir publikasie inge- 
stuur is moet vergesel word van die nodige verwys- 
ings en van ’n nota van vergunning tot oorname. 


Die Vereniging aanvaar geen verantwoordelikheid 
vir menings wat deur medewerkers geuit word nie. 


Kopie moet die Redakteur minstens twee mzande 
voor die verskyningsdatum bereik, nl. 1 Me: 
vir die Julie-nommer, 1 Augustus vir die Oktober- 
nommer, 1 November vir die Januarie-nommer, 
en 1 Februarie vir die April-nommer. 


Medewerkers word vriendelik versoek om in ag te 
neem dat manuskripte behoort getik te word, met 
dubbel-spasiéring, redelike randruimte en by voor- 
keur op bladsye van kwartoformaat (10 x 8 duim) : 
Manuskripte behoort voor insending sorgvuldig na- 
gesien te word, daar veranderings nadat die druk 
geset is hoé onkoste meebring. 


Beoeke en biblioteekpublikasies, soos bulletins, katalo- 
gusse en verslae, wat vir aankondiging of resensie 
ingestuur word, word uiteindelik tot die Biblioteek 
van die Vereniging, Posbus 397, Pretoria, toegevoeg. 
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(a) Vergelykende statistiek vir die jaar 1953 


Kaap 
Aanvang vandiens .. . . . . 1951 
Aantal boekwaens . . ... . 4 
Boekevoorraad . . . . . . 182,797 
Aantal openbare biblioteke. . . . 35 
. . 1083 
Sirkulasie van'‘boeke . . . . . 355,077 
Ledetal . . 19,695 


(b) Kommentaar 

Bostaande syfers sé nie veel soos hulle hier 
staan nie. Hulle sé byv. nie dat daar nog steeds 
’n ernstige tekort aan opgeleide personeel in al 
die dienste bestaan nie en dat dit soms maar 
broekskeur gaan om die dienste te handhaaf nie. 
Ek laat dit egter oor aan die persone wat. 
daarvan hou om met syfers te goél om die 
gewone gemiddeldes uit bostaande statistiek 
uit te werk. ; 

Wat die Kaap betref, het die diens feitlik tot 
’n stilstand gekom in afwagting van ’n nuwe 
urdonnansie wat die diens op dieselfde grond- 
slag sal plaas as in die ander provinsies, d.w.s. 
dat plaaslike owerhede verantwoordelik sal wees 
vir salaris, huisvesting en ander lopende koste 
van hulle dorpsbiblioteke en dat die Provinsiale 
Administrasie slegs boeke en tegniese advies 
gratis sal verskaf. Nietemin het die diens uit- 
gebrei in die bestaande twee streke en is daar 
selfs teen die end van die jaar met ’n derde 
streek wat die afdelingsraadsgebiede van Ceres, 
Piketberg, Tulbagh en Malmesbury insluit, ’n 
begin gemaak. Dit dien verder vermeld te word 
dat van die 19,695 lede van die diens, 5,338 
nie-blankes is wat 81,223 boeke geleen het by 
54 depots. 

Die Vrystaat kom die eer toe om die eerste 
provinsie te wees on biblioteekgeboue op te rig 
vir sy streekbiblioteke. Die een op Bethlehem 
is in die loop van die jaar in gebruik geneem. 


PROVINSIALE BIBLIOTEEKDIENSTE, 


deur D. L. EHLERS 


Plattelandse blanke bevolking (1951) . 684,925 


O.V.S. Natal - Transvaal 
1950 1952 1945 
3 3 8 
3 3 12 
175,836 150,000 539,949 
67 29 69 

$2 96 465 

815,470 848,700 2,440,286 
36,083 24,300 94,965 
192,418 110,213 467,956 


Daar is ook so ’n gebou op Kroonstad wat reeds 
voorheen voltooi is. 

As die Vrystaat die eerste was om streek- 
biblioteekgeboue op te rig, dan was Natal die 
eerste om ’n moderne gebou vir sy sentrale 
biblioteek te verskaf. Die gebou is teen die 
end van die jaar voltooi. Ek moet hier byvoeg 
dat die syfers van Natal nie dié van die jaar 
1953 is nie, maar van die tydperk vanaf 1 Julie 
1953 tot 30 Junie 1954. Die syfers is inderdaad 
merkwaardig en gee ’n gemiddelde sirkulasie van 
boeke vir die jaar van byna agt per kop van die 
blanke plattelandse bevolking. Dit is egter ’n 
feit dat die Engelssprekendes oor die algemeen 
groter lesers is as die Afrikaanssprekendes en 
die hoeveelheid en verskeidenheid leesstof wat 
’n mens hulle kan aanbied, is byna onuit- 
putlik. 

In Transvaal het die diens natuurlik reeds 
reusagtige afmetings aangeneem. Tog is daar 
elke jaar nog uitbreiding te bespeur. Transvaal 
gaan ook doelmatige streekbiblioteekgeboue 
oprig en planne vir so ’n gebou op die mooi 
dorp Nelspruit is reeds voltooi. Daar is ook ’n 
suksesvolle kinderboekweek gereél. 

So brei die plattelandse biblioteekdienste 
dan steeds uit. ’n Mens kry egter die gevoel dat 
die owerhede graag die dienste meer intensief 
en meer opvoedkundig wil maak, maar dat 
hulle gedwarsboom word deur die tekort aan 
geskikte, opgeleide personeel. 
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A MILESTONE IN NATAL 
THE NEW PROVINCIAL LIBRARY SERVICE 
HEADQUARTERS, PIETERMARITZBURG 


(inaugurated, August 1954) 


by Th. Friis 


Natal Provincial Library Organizer 


THE PRESENT generation of librarians in South 
Africa is extremely fortunate in living through 
a period of intense library expansion, experi- 
mentation and progress. Many librarians abroad 
envy us for this. We are still at the stage of 
development where we have to plan and 
organize from the beginnings. We are still 
building our machinery. 

Many librarians in this country are at present 
engaged in building up new services, designing 
travelling libraries, drafting library ordinances 
or bye-laws, designing new furniture, creating 
an entire new personnel organization, re- 
organizing old libraries, and above all designing 
and planning new library buildings. This 
pioneering period will not last for ever, but at 
this stage of development there are few more 
satisfying professions to be following. 

Yet while we have the opportunity of putting 
our ideas into practice, we must at the same time 
be prepared to take the responsibility that goes 
with it, and develop our machinery according 
to scientific principles; for if the foundation is 
not firm, how can we expect our future services 
to meet the demands made upon them ? In the 
case of a library building, no one can chance 
the “trial-and-error” method, because of the 


costly nature of the project. Librarians of. 


University and public libraries can inspect si- 
milar institutions elsewhere to gather ideas and 
profit from the experience of others. In planning 
our new Provincial headquarters library in 
College Road, Pietermaritzburg, however, we 
had no such precedents to follow. Our Pro- 
vincial library organizations in South Africa 
have features and characteristics that are unique 
to South Africa, and different from those of any 
similar organization overseas. Moreover, ours 


was the first headquarters building of its kind 

to be built in South Africa. In planning it, 

therefore, we decided to take into consideration 
the following seven principles of administration. 

1. What are the objectives of the project ? 

2. Analysis of these objectives, involving sur- 
veys of growth, future expansion, capital 
expenditure, relation to other library ser- 
vices, siting, and so forth. This part of the 
project is. basic, and took up the greater 
part of the time allotted to the librarian in 
planning the building. 


3. The study of function. This part of the 


planning demanded forethought and vision. 
Rural library services the world over are 
still in an experimental stage, and ‘who could 
tell what functions they have to perform in 
our country ? 

We thought in terms of Adult education 
activities, audio-visual material, the possible 
application of copyright privileges, research 
facilities, union catalogues, Non-European 
library services, binding facilities, and pos- 
sible co-operation with school library ser- 
vices. 

To meet the needs of naturally changing 
and developing functions we decided to make 
our building as “flexible” in plan as pos- 
sible, so that furniture, accommodation and 
equipment can be re-arranged to suit the re- 
quirements of the developing services. Thus 
we used as few permanent internal walls 
as possible, employing steel-and-glass_parti- 
tions in many cases instead. 

4. The structural form of the building was left 
to the architect, because of his special train- 
ing and creative skill. The external ap- 
pearance of the building is in keeping with 
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Natal Provincial Library Headquarters, Pietermaritzburg 
showing loading platform and garage facilities 


Natal Provincial Library Headquarters, Pietermaritzburg 
main frontage 
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the near-by Provincial buildings. The style 
is modern, and a face-brick exterior adds to 
the dignity of the library service. Although 
the general public has no access to the build- 
ing, the architect has been successful in 
preventing it from looking like a factory or 
storehouse of some kind. It has indeed a 
distinctive character of its own, of which we 
as provincial librarians are proud. We did 
not use modular construction, because of the 
absence of clear-cut stack-service-adminis- 
trative features found in the average library. 


. In deciding on the size of the building, the 


floor-area for the various departments, the 
maximum number of books to be housed 
and of staff to be accommodated, it was 
difficult to choose between the economic 
optimum, and the optimum under present 
and foreseeable conditions. We finally de- 
cided to base our calculations on the most 
desirable optimum under ideal conditions 
of development, atid to hope that temporary 
factors such as the difficulty of obtaining 
suitable staff, will be overcome in due 
course. 

In deciding on types of equipment. we were 
given a certain limited choice, e.g., in pre- 
ferring steel shelving, certain types of book- 
lift, strongrooms and audio-visual storage 
facilities. 


. Lastly, and most important of all, the placing 


and arrangement of the various depart- 
ments and furniture was determined by 
working out a co-ordinated scheme of process- 
ing and organization. In this way we were 
able to economise on future management 
costs. 

Thus in the Central Organization we 
have arranged the processes of book-prepa- 
ration on the industrial ‘“conveyor-belt”’ 
system. A special loading platform is pro- 
vided, and a door nearby with shelves in the 
immediate vicinity for unpacking incoming 
books. The normal preparation processes 
then follow until the books, ready for circu- 
lation and distribution, end up at the same 
loading platform, from which the panel vans 
and travelling libraries convey them to the 
Regional Libraries 


The Central Organization and Midlands’ 


Regional Library are located on the ground 
floor for obvious reasons, such as the flow 
of traffic to those sections. The Administra- 
tive section and the Central Reference 


Library are placed on the second floor. An 
electric booklift is provided for communica- 
tion between the Central Reference Library, 
the Regional Library and the travelling 
libraries in the basement. 

The Provincial Administration wisely adopt- 
ed the policy of determining their needs first 
of all, and then considering the question of 
finance. Usually finance is the limiting and 
determining factor, which is contrary to sound 
planning. 

Because of the unusual function of a Pro- 
vincial headquarters library we did not bother 
too much about a particularly central or easily 
accessible building site. Space for travelling 
library movement, accessibility by public trans- 
port for the staff, ground for future expansion 
and type of locality, were all more important 
considerations. The library is located about . 
14 miles from the centre of the city, next to the 
Native High Court, and opposite the Maritz- 
burg College. It is surrounded by rugby fields 
and jacaranda trees, with the Umzinduzi River 
flowing past the back garden. 

The cost of the building was £30,000, and 
approximately £10,000-worth of furniture and 


equipment was added. 


Dimensions of building 

The front part of the building consists of two 
storeys, while the back portion has three on 
account of the slope of the ground. The di- 
mensions of the individual units are as follows : 


sq. feet 
Administrative section . 2,790 
Reference library 3,960 
Central Organization 2,790 
Midland Regional library 3,960 
Basement comprising Native quar- 
ters and garage for travelling li- 
braries . er 2,160 
Total 15,660 


The average cost ‘works out at £2 per square 
foot. 


Other features 

The library spent £12,000 on specially con- 
structed light green steel shelves for its head- 
quarters and Regional libraries. 

Garage space has been provided for’ two 
travelling libraries, one panel van and the Lib- 
rary Organizer’s car. The booklift is placed 
next to one travelling library to facilitate 
loading. 

Native quarters: a bedroom for six Natives 
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and all the necessary cooking facilities are lo- 
cated next to the garages in the basement. 
Two staff-rooms with a kitchen are situated 
on the first floor for the convenience of staff- 
members during tea and lunch periods. 


The Entrance foyer is used as a kind of - 


training centre for Regional library staff, and 
for publicity displays for the execution of 
which the Central Organization is responsible. 
These displays are constantly being changed. 

The building has two stairways, one leading 
from the entrance foyer to the Administrative 
department, and the second from the basement 
to the Regional Library and Reference Library 
on the second floor. 

The Central Organization has a book capacity 
of 15,000 books, while the Regional and Re- 
ference Libraries can each hold between eighty 
and ninety thousand volumes. It is estimated 
hat the present space should suffice for at 
east 15 to 20 years. It must be remembered 
hat although we have acquired 162,000 books 


within the last 24 years and are serving 14() 
depots with an annual circulation of a million 
books, the bulk of our bookstock is always out 
in the country, and not stored in the Regional 
Libraries. 

The library has a iarge strong-room for valu- 
able publications and for the use of material 
demanding special handling, such as protection 
against moisture and excessive temperature 
fluctuations. 

Finally, we have concentrated on planning a 
functional building. In my view, librarians 
should play a much larger part in the planning 
of our library buildings. We are best acquainted 
with the functional relationship of our depart- 
ments, and should not hesitate to get these 
ideas incorporated into our plans. We should 
do away with ornamental and spacious entrance- 
halls and other luxury features, and make our 
buildings as functional as possible in any given 
circumstances. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Print Review: a journal of the graphic arts in 
Southern Africa. Vol. 1, no. 1, October, 1954. 
Published by Gray’s Publicity Services, 8, Glenluce 
Rd., Glenesk, Johannesburg. 3 gns p.a. 


This new journal is dedicated ‘“‘to all those who serve 
the community by producing and multiplying the 
printed images and words that hold our civiliza- 
tion together’ -among them, printers, lay-out 


men, authors, editors and perhaps even librarians 
Articles in this first number include “‘A layman looks 
at printing” by an architect, W. Duncan Howie, a 
plea for independent critical reviews, by Oliver 
Walker, and useful notes on modern photo-lithogra- 
phic techniques, paper and illustration. The review 
is tastefully produced on good paper, and the editor 
is Mr. S. A. Morley, initiator of the Imprint 
Society. Bibliography students, please note. 


AANSTOOTLIKE LEESSTOF 


»,Die Unie-regering het ’n kommissie van ondersoek 
na ongewenste lektuur in die Unie aangestel. 
Die Voorsitter sal prof. dr. G. Cronjé van die Uni- 
versiteit van Pretoria wees. Die ander lede is mev. 
D. E. de la Bat, dr. E. Greyling, mnr. G. F. Laur- 
ence en mnr. D. F. Abernethy. Die kommissie sal 
eers ondersoek instel, verslag doen en aanbevelinge 


maak in verband met die doeltreffendste manier 
om die euwel van aanstootlike of skadelike letter- 
kundige, litografiese, fotografiese of ander soortgelyke 
stof van watter aard ook al wat in die Unie of Suid- 
Wes gedruk, vervaardig, gepubliseer en versprei 
word, te beveg.” 

Die Burger, 13 November, 1954. 


HOSPITALITY FOR LIBRARIANS VISITING THE UNITED STATES 


Librarians visiting the United States are invited 
to get in touch with the Chairman of the Interna- 
tional Relations Section of the Special Libraries 
Association, Dewey Decimal Classification Office, 


Library of Congress, Washington, who will arrange 
for private hospitality offered by members of the 
Section. 
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Tue History of the Index to South African 
Periodicals dates from the year 1940 when it was 
started by the South African Library Associa- 
tion. In that year three quarterly indexes were 
issued covering the first three quarters of the 
ear and cumulated into an annual volume. In 
1941 and 1942, half-yearly indexes covering the 
first six months of the year were issued and 
cumulated into an annual volume. Up to this 
time the actual indexing of articles was done on 
a co-operative basis by many voluntary part- 
time indexers drawn from members of the 
Association and from the staffs of libraries 
throughout the Union, while the editing was 
done by senior members of the staff of the 
Johannesburg Public Library. This method, 
' based as it was on the co-operation of many 
scattered indexers, led to unavoidable delays 
and editorial difficulties, with the result that the 
volume for 1942 was not ready for distribution 
until April, 1945. In this year, therefore, it was 
decided that. the Johannesburg Public Library 
should take over the Index from the Association, 
that its library staff should be responsible for 
all the indexing, and that the Index should 
appear under the Library’ s imprint. The issue 
of a double volume covering the two years 1943 
and 1944 brought the Index up-to-date early in 
1946, and thereafter an annual volume has 
appeared about six or seven months after the 
end of the year covered by the periodicals 
indexed. A ten-year cumulation covering the 
period 1940-1949 was published in 1953. The 


preparation of these three volumes caused a | 
temporary delay in the appearance of the annual . 


volume in 1953, but the Index will appear at 
its usual time this year. 

The general policy of the Index has remained 
virtually unchanged since 1940. Then, as now, 
the policy has been to index fully all scholarly 
journals, particularly the important scientific 
and technical publications, and to index selecti- 
vely the more popular periodicals which give a 


COMPILING THE INDEX 
SOUTH AFRICAN PERIODICALS 


_ by Louise J, DE WeT 
Johannesburg Public Library 


wide general coverage of South African events 
and interests. his means that several classes of 
periodicals have been deliberately omitted ; 
newspapers and periodicals issued in news- 
paper form, government statistical journals and 
reports, house magazines, church magazines, 
children’s journals, women’s journals (except 
where they include articles of special interest), 
trade union publications, those dealing with 
highly specialized topics of little general inte- 
rest, and those issued by special groups such 
as sports associations, political parties, etc. 

The policy of selection is more difficult to 
describe. It is almost impossible to devise 
written rules, except perhaps the directive to 
“omit the trivial’. Selection ultimately depends 
on the individual indexer who has to learn to 
discriminate between the trivial and ephemeral, 
no matter how readable and interesting it may 
be at the time of publication, and the article 
which possesses a definite value for future 
reference. Nor must the scope be unduly 
restricted, for the index is intended for the 
general reader, the journalist and the business 
man as well as the research student. 

In the South African Index particular atten- 
tion has been paid to the selection of articles 
which may in the future contribute to the 
history of any aspect of South African life. The 
absence of a South African dictionary of 
national biography, for instance, emphasises the 
importance of recording obituaries and other 
biographical material. When such a dictionary 
is compiled, the Index should prove a useful , 
research tool for the editors. For similar reasons 
all original literary contributions, poems and 
stories, regardless of their literary standard, are 
recorded. The line is drawn, however, at certain 
journals of the “true romance” type. News i- 
tems of ephemeral interest are generally omitted, 
except where they contain informed comment, 
give information about the activities of South 
African organizations, or are helpful in dating 


94 SUID -AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


events of local interest. Political articles which 
are not factual reviews, but personal opinions, 
are not indexed unless the personal views are 
of sufficient importance and weight to warrant 
inclusion. Reprints from overseas journals are 
omitted, as are journalistic rewrites and overseas 
material on international affairs. Abstracts of 
articles are not indexed unless the full article is 
not published in any of the periodicals. 

The scope and contents of the Index was 
revised in 1953 for the first time since the ori- 
ginal list of periodicals was drawn up in 1940. 
Changes made include the proposals put for- 
ward and agreed to at the 1953 Conference of 
the South African Library Association. In 
order to increase the usefulness of the Index as 
a reference tool, the selection of articles has 
been made more critical, while the field has 
been widened by the inclusion of some 35 addi- 
tional periodicals, bringing the total now in- 
dexed to 160. It was decided at the same time 
to limit the periodicals indexed to those 
published in South and Central Africa. Most 
of the important English journals dealing with 
Southern Africa are indexed elsewhere: Certain 
periodicals which deal specifically with one 
type of subject receive what we call a ‘blanket’ 
entry, i.e. we refer from the subject to the 
periodical. These references serve to draw the 
attention of the reader who is interested in that 
particular subject and who will therefore wish 
to consult all the issues of the journal. These 
periodicals are however carefully scrutinized 
every year for the occasional article which 
might warrant separate entry. Care is also taken 
to examine every new publication with a view 
to indexing. The list appearing in the Quarterly 
Bulletin of the South African Library is used as 
a check-list for this purpose. Wherever possible 
the earlier numbers of periodicals which may 
have been missed are also indexed. 

In the past the Index has been criticised on 
the grounds that its coverage was insufficient. 
It should be understood that every index to 

periodicals must be selective both in periodicals 
’ indexed and in the articles indexed. The wider 
the coverage of periodicals, the more critical 
the selection of articles must be. The South 
African Index probably gives wider coverage 
within its field than any other periodicals index. 
A less critical selection policy would not only 
add to expense but would burden the Index 
with ephemera and decrease its value as a 
bibliographical tool. The Editor would be 


pleased to hear from users of the Index of 
any worthwhile periodicals which are not being 
indexed, or of important articles which have 
been missed. 

The arrangement of the Index has also been 
altered as a result of the proposal agreed to at 
the Conference when it was suggested that the 
three separate sequences for Afrikaans, English 
and author headings should be dropped in 
favour of one sequence. The Index is now 
arranged in a single alphabetical sequence 
combining Library of Congress subject head- 
ings and author entries. This has not only made 
the volume easier to consult but has reduced 
the bulk of the Index quite considerably. 

Every signed article selected for indexing 
receives an author entry and as many subject 
entries as are needed to cover all aspects of the 
matter discussed. Cross-references are made at 


the same time in order to direct the reader from. 


other related subjects and to bring together 
material scattered under various other headings. 
See references are also made to direct the reader 
from synonymous headings to the heading 
which has been preferred. Articles which are 
signed by initials or pseudonyms receive no 
author entry, except in the case of stories and 
poems which are given an abbreviated subject 
entry and a full author entry. In these cases the 
real name of the author, when known, is 
preferred to his pseudonym. 

Many of the titles of articles in the more 
popular journals give no indication of the 
contents. In these cases, and if the subject 
heading selected is not sufficiently descriptive, 
we add, in square brackets, explanatory sub- 
titles giving additional information. The index- 
ing of reprints is restricted to three in each 
language chosen from the periodicals most 
widely held by libraries. 

The various routines involved in the produc- 
tion of the Index may give some idea both of 
the nature of the work and the time which has 
to be devoted to it. The Indexing Department 
of the Johannesburg Public Library consists of 
three full-time members of staff, operating 
under the general direction of the Reference 
Librarian. They comprise a fully qualified 
librarian, who is responsible for the revising and 
editing of the Index, and two professional 
assistants, both of whom are university gra- 
duates, who do the actual reading, selection and 
indexing. The typing of the index cards 
throughout the year, and the typing and 
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mimeographing of the completed Index is done 
by the Library typing office. Some indication of 
the volume of the work can be derived from 
the fact that the final typing of the Index in its 
finished form requires the full-time services of 
a typist for at least 24 to 3 months. 

As each new issue of a periodical enters the 
Indexing office, it is read by an assistant who 
selects the articles, chooses the correct subject 
heading, and writes out the master card. This is 
the author entry as a rule or the main subject 
entry when the article is unsigned. Tracings are 
added at the same time for additional author 
entries, if any, additional subject headings and 
the necessary see and see also references. The 
periodical, together with the cards, then goes to. 
the editor who scans each article in order to 
confirm or revise the selection or omission of 
each article, checks the correctness of the 
subject headings and the tracings, and finally 
checks the form and collation of each entry. The 
checking at this point is not only to ensure 
correctness and accuracy but also to maintain 
consistency, which is one of the main difficulties 
in compiling any index where the selection of 
subject headings is performed by. several 
persons. The master cards are now sent to the 
typist who types the additional cards and re- 
turns them to the editor, who checks each card 
once again to ensure that all the tracings have 
been typed and to correct any possible typing 
error. When this is finished the cards are sorted 
and filed into the boxes in which the index is 
kept until all is ready for the final editing. 

This is the general routine that is followed 
throughout the year. When the Index for the 
year is closed, usually some time in February of 
the following year for many journals are late in 
publication, the final revision and editing takes 
place, which normally occupies from about four 
to six weeks of intensive work. Final attempts 
are now made to identify authors whose names 
and initials have shown variation, and to 
identify pseudonyms of fiction writers. Success 
in this is dependent upon the co-operation of 
the editors of the various periodicals, many of 
whom, it is to be regretted, do not even trouble 
to reply to our queries. Each card in the Index 
is examined in order to eliminate any incon- 
sistencies of form or arrangement that may still 
remain ; all the subject headings are checked 
again with the Library of Congress List of 
Subject Headings; all the references in the 
Index are checked to ensure that every heading 
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to which a reference is made really is there ; 
identical titles from different magazines are 
compared in order to see whether the articles 
are identical and can be given an abbreviated 
entry ; finally the filing is checked. Only when 
this is finished may the cards for late periodicals 
be filed. 

The Index now goes to the typing office, 
proofs are read and corrected, the stencils are 
mimeographed, the pages collated (this alone is 
an enormous task), and the volumes are sent to 
the binder, who, if we are lucky, finishes the 
job in a month. - 

The successful indexer has to acquire certain 
abilities and facilities in the course of her work 
— the ability to scan an article rapidly, to discard 
the trivial, to extract the kernel of the selected 
article, transform its contents into one or more 
subjects, select the appropriate subject head- 
ings, and to do all this with consistency. The 
basic tool for the selection of subject headings is 
the Library of Congress List of Subject Head- 
ings. For medical articles we depend mainly 
upon the Subject Headings of the Quarterly 
Cumulative Index Medicus. When these do not 
supply the necessary heading we consult the 
specialized indexes — the Agricultural Index, 
the Industrial Arts Index, the Engineering 
Index, the International Index and the Reader’s 
Guide to Periodical Literature. Our main 
difficulties arise when the Library of Congress 
headings are not specific enough or when we 
have to index a subject which is too new to have 
received a specific heading in any of the printed — 
indexes. If all these fail us, we resort to the 
special subject dictionaries and works of 
reference or treatises on the subject in question. 
Even these, however, have been known to fail, 
in which case we either invent our own heading, 
or if we feel uncertain about the importance or 
the terminology of the new subject, prefer to 
place it under a wider heading with a see 
reference from its specific name until we know 
more about the subject. Because of our compa- 
ratively narrow field, our strong local interest, 
and our many scientific and technical journals, 
we aim at being as specific as possible in the 
selection of subject headings. All institutions, 
for example, are indexed under their own 

names, and we always use sub-headings where 
possible, preferring them to geographic sub- 
divisions if a choice arises, because our geogra- 
phic coverage is comparatively narrow. 
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One of the main difficulties confronting the 

indexer is to be consistent in the treatment of 
similar material, to be able to remember what 
was done, perhaps by someone else, nine 
months ago. One can and does record clear-cut 
decisions, but the indexer soon finds that there 
are many decisions which are intangible enough 
to defy recording. One is, for instance, often 
faced with having to decide’ between two or 
three subject headings which are too closely 
related to warrant separate entry. Six months 
later someone else has to make the same deci- 
sion. The fact that the revising and checking of 
every selected heading is in the hands of one 
person does of course assist in the maintenance 
of consistency —- and consistency is a point 
which has to be borne in mind throughout the 
whole rather tedious business of editing the 
Index in its final form. A good memory is there- 
fore another desirable quality to be cultivated. 

The selection of articles of enduring reference 
value is always the problem which the indexer 
finds the most disturbing in the beginning. As 
has been said earlier, selection ultimately de- 
volves upon the individual who has, through 
practice and experience, to learn to discriminate 
between the important and the trivial, the 
enduring and the ephemeral. This discrimina- 
tion may take several months to achieve — until 
then it is safer for the indexer to err in selecting 
too much than too little. 

See and see also references also pose a 
problem. How far is one to go in using them ? 
Here again no rules can be laid down. Our own 
policy is to select only those references which 
refer back to the heading we have chosen and 
which are suitable for the article then being 
indexed. It should be pointed out that contrary 
to normal library practice we allow a see also 
reference to stand even when there are no 
articles indexed under the heading. This serves 
to distinguish the accepted form of subject 
heading from the synonymous heading which is 
never to be used except as a see reference. 
Confusion between these types of reference 
would lead to endless trouble when cumulations 
are being edited. As far as discarded synony- 
mous headings are concerned, the difficulty is to 
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know when to stop making see references, without 

causing inconvenience to the reader. Here too 
one cannot lay down rules, but must use one’s 
common sense. 

Most of the Wilson Indexes are subject 

indexes only, so the question may arise one day 
whether author entries are necessary. Should 
they be sacrificed in order to reduce the size of 
the volume if the number of journals indexed 
continues to increase ? It would be interesting 
to know from librarians how often articles are 
asked for by author instead of by subject. 
Sacrifice of author entries would of course 
hamper the work of future bibliographers. 
_ The Index has been criticised on the grounds 
of its late appearance, about six or seven 
months after the end of the indexing year. The 
problem here is fundamentally one of expense, 
which is not generally realised. It would be ideal 
to issue monthly printed indexes, cumulating 
into quarterly, half-yearly and annual volumes. 
Apart from the cost, would printing, as opposed 
to mimeographing, be justified until there are 
at least 500 subscribers? At present 143 
copies are sold to subscribers, and of these 43 
go overseas to the United States and Britain. It 
is a regrettable fact that many South African 
institutions do not subscribe. When the ten- 
year cumulation was stencilled, the typing and 
duplication cost £3,100, whereas the quotations 
for printing were nearly twice that figure. If 
the Index as at present produced were sold at 
cost the annual subscription would amount to 
26 guineas. Cumulation, as Wilson does it, 
depends on standing type and so does not 
involve a great deal of additional editorial work. 
The present staff could probably handle it. 

It should be remembered, however, that the 
Johannesburg Public Library compiles the 
Index primarily for use in its own Reference 
Library and that publication is incidental, 
otherwise the expenditure of municipal money 
on work of this nature would scarcely be justi- 
fied. If the Library were to be given a subsidy of 
about £2,000 per annum to cover the cost of 
printing it would be very pleased to issue 
printed quarterly indexes cumulating into 
half-yearly and annual volumes. 
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IN THE January 1952 issue of the East African 
Medical Journal, there appeared what I think 
was the first intimation of the coming event: 
“Tt is proposed to hold an International Con- 
gress on Medical Librarianship in London in 
July 1953. Sir Cecil Wakeley, K.B.E., C.B., 
President of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, has kindly consented to accept the 
honorary presidency of the Congress. The pro- 
gramme will include formal sessions for the 
reading and discussion of papers, visits to 
medical libraries and social functions. It is 
hoped also to have in connection with the 
Congress an exhibition of medical books and 
periodicals and library equipment. All those 
actively engaged or interested in medical libra- 
rianship throughout the world are invited to 
participate.” 

To me, at that time, this was merely some- 
thing to remember in case it developed into 
“Proceedings” which would have to be ordered 
for our library, though I did make a quiet note 
of the date and place, and I did heave a quiet 
sigh at the thought of how marvellous (and how 
impossible!) it would be to attend the Congress. 
Months passed, and in August 1952 the Li- 
brarian of the University of the Witwatersrand 
received a batch of papers relating to the 
Congress. From then on things moved rapidly. 
I was reminded that I was entitled to apply for 
loig leave, and it was suggested that I should 
combine attendance at the Congress with my 
leave. This I did, and although the Congress 
occupied less than one week out of the six 
months furlough which I was granted, it stands 
out as a clear and delightful memory. 

The Congress opened on Monday, 20th July, 
and on the previous day we went into residence 
at College Hall, where many of the other 
members of the Congress were also to stay. 
As most of the students were away on holiday, 
there was room not only for librarians but also 
for two or three study groups from other 
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countries. There was a pleasant informality 
about the Hostel arrangements, and we were 
all treated as the students are during term. 
At meals the various groups mixed freely, and 
at breakfast you might find that your neighbour 
was a student from Sweden who carefully con- 
sulted her little phrase-book before asking for 
the sugar ; while at dinner you might sit next 
to a medical librarian from Amsterdam or 
Alabama. 

The first morning of the Congress was spent 


“in registration, acquisition of quantities of 


literature, and finding one’s way about the 
various buildings where the meetings were to be 
held. The offices for registering members and 
handling enquiries were situated in the Ana- 
tomy Department of University College. The 
divided sessions were held in the lecture theatres 
of the Anatomy and Physiology Departments 
(providing a homely atmosphere for some of us) 
while the inaugural and combined sessions took 
place in Beveridge Hall of London University. 

Among the many pamphlets, leaflets and 
other papers presented to all members was the 
invaluable Congress handbook, containing a 
great deal of information apart from the pro- 
gramme. Small maps, notes on places of 
interest and instructions on how to get there 
were most useful. As the process of registration 
went on all morning, most of the visitors 
scattered to other occupations, and it was not 
till the afternoon reception at British Medical 
Association House that one could begin to 
realize what a number of people were attending 
the Congress. After tea, there was the opening 
of the exhibition of medical periodicals of the 
world. This was a most impressive display of 
about 2,500 periodicals, representing more 
than half the number currently published. It 
was pleasant to discover one’s compatriots, 
such as the South African Medical Journal, in 
that vast and polyglot collection. Little cries 
of joy rang out frequently as Jibrarians from all 
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parts of the world recognized the very journals 
they had sent in for display at the exhibition. 

It was the inaugural session on the follow- 
ing morning, however, that really brought 
home to us the true internationality of our pro- 
fession. Apart from guests attending only that 
session, there were about two hundred members 
of the Congress, representing thirty-one count- 
ries. After the Chairman’s opening remarks and 
the Presidential address, the Vice-Presidents 
from various countries were called upon to give 
brief messages to the Congress. They were 
followed by the official representatives of 
organizations and associations, including an 
utterly unprepared representative of the 
South African Library Association. The next 
part of the session was spent in recovering from 
shock, but fortunately there was an adjourn- 
ment for coffee very soon. The exhibition of 
medical books, library furniture and equip- 
ment occupied the rest of the morning. Here 
were all the publishers whose names are so 
familiar — H. K. Lewis, Blackwell, Churchill, 
Saunders, Livingstone and others; and here 
were displays of the kind of equipment that all 
librarians long for and cannot afford. 

After lunch, serious work began with a 
combined session on the réle of the medical 
librarian in the world to-day. This subject was 
dealt with from many points of view — interna- 
tional, government service, university, hospital, 
industry, scientific research and medical author- 
ship. It was very stimulating to all of us to learn 
what a large part medical libraries have in this 
diversity of interests and occupations. There 
was so much to be told that the session conti- 
nued the next morning, but after that there 
were two current sessions as so many papers 
had been accepted for presentation at the 
Congress that they could not be taken in one 
sequence. Each of us was then faced with the 
problem of which session to choose — A or B? 
The first choice lay between a historical sympo- 
sium and a symposium on classification. As the 
second offered possibilities of interesting dis- 
cussion following the papers it was my choice. 
Several very informative papers were read, 
and from the ensuing discussion it would seem 
that most medical librarians feel that a special 
scheme of classification is required for medical 
literature although there does not appear to be 
any one scheme at present which satisfies all 
requirements. 

The official Congress photograph was to 


have been taken at this stage, but the weather, 
which had till now been quite amiable, turned 
contrary and very damp librarians fled in all 
directions. 

The next morning’s choice of session was 
fairly easily settled. Both were symposia on 
medical libraries of the world and one’s geogra- 
phical or national interest was the deciding 
factor. The afternoon meeting was a combined 
one and proved most interesting. The subject 
was “Education and training for medical li- 
brarianship”’, and some of the papers provoked 
lively discussion. There was a distinct pleasure 
to be obtained from the contrast between such 
papers as ““The history of education for medical 
librarians in the United States” by Miss Brod- 
man of the Armed Forces Medical Library, 
Washington, and “Training oneself for medical 
librarianship” by Mrs. Brandreth, Librarian of 
the Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine, 
London. 

The next day’s sessions offered a choice 
between a symposium on the centralization of 
medical library resources and an open forum. 
As both of these promised to be interesting it 
was not easy to choose, and some of us tried to 
combine parts of both sessions by changing 
over at the morning coffee break. This was not 
a very successful policy, however, as the order 
of the papers had had to be changed owing to 
the absence of some of the speakers, and we 
did not necessarily hear the ones we had 
selected. Questions such as the relative import- 
ance of the tasks of documentation (used here 
to include reference and research work) and 
current indexing were debated, and led to 
some interesting revelations by various libra- 
rians as they explained how much help they 
give their borrowers and how much they are 
expected to give. 

The high cost of German medical and scienti- 
fic periodicals was also considered and sugges- 
tions were offered of methods by which the 
prices could be reduced. 

Both the afternoon meetings offered a variety 
of subjects among which it was difficult to 
choose, but again some of the speakers were not 
there to present their papers, and although these 
have since appeared in print, the opportunity 
for hearing other points of view was lost. - 
During the tea interval, the Congress photo- 
graph was successfully achieved, and a copy of 
it stands on my desk as a pleasant reminder of a 
happy week. 
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 99 


The final meeting of the Congress took the 
form of a discussion on international co- 
operation, and the great part already played 
by Unesco was described. Suggestions were 
made as to how this work could be expanded, 
particularly with reference to exchange of du- 
plicate copies of periodicals, and we were 
reminded that each medical librarian in every 
country could share in the project. We all glow- 
ed with international enthusiasm, and I am 
glad to be able to report that there has been 
a notable increase in the number of lists of 
duplicates for disposal reaching us from 
Unesco. This, I think, indicates that the 
desire to co-operate did not fade when members 
of the Congress returned to their far-flung li- 
braries. The Congress closed on a note of 
optimism and determination, as a Committee 
was elected to frame a constitution for an 
International Medical Library Association, and 
to initiate the next Congress. 

All of us left with the hope that the next 
international congress would not be long de- 
ferred as we had found the first so inspiring and 
stimulating. The many pleasant tea-parties and 
receptions gave opportunities for making friend- 
ships which we should all like to renew. We 
were most hospitably treated by many of the 


important medical bodies in London, only one 
evening being left free for private engagements. 
The other evenings were taken up by receptions 
at the Royal College of Surgeons of England, 
the Royal Society of Medicine, the Royal 
College of Physicians and the Hall of the 
Worshipful Society of Apothecaries (a parti- 
cularly memorable occasion). In addition, there 
were tea-parties at British Medical Association 
House, the Wellcome Research Institution and 
Aslib, and cocktail parties at the Royal College 
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists and at the 
Ciba Foundation. This record of the social side 
of the Congress might suggest that we did not 
have time for much serious work, which is why 
I have left it to the end, but a glance at Libri, 
volume 3, 1954, will be more convincing than 
any protests of mine. 

The organizers of the Congress were warmly 
congratulated on the success of their venture 
and well deserved every word of praise. Their 
arduous labours of planning and preparation 
were rewarded by a Congress which more than 
fulfilled our President’s hope that our stay in 
London might ‘“‘prove not only a reward in 
professional experience, but a happy and me- 
morable occasion”’. 


S.A. LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND, GRAHAMSTOWN 


Steady expansion in the work of this Library is 
recorded in its Annual Report for 1953. More than 
9,000 Braille and Moon volumes were circulated 
during the year, and 7,689 magazines; and 170 
readers received ‘“‘talking book’’ records, the total 
number circulated reaching the record figure 
of 66,784. An important advance was the adop- 
tion by the Union Government of the interna- 
tional agreement that articles marked “Literature 
for the Blind” should be transmissable free of pos- 


tage by inland mail, excepting air mail. There 
can be few branches of library service so immediately 
rewarding as work with the blind, and few deserve 
more generous support from those of us who are 
not handicapped by loss of sight. While the S. A. 
Library for the Blind now receives grants from the 
Union Government and Provincial Administrations, 
its work depends to a considerable extent on con- 
tributions from the general public. 


UNDER THIS heading we shall from now on 
report in note form on documentation in South 
Africa to our readers abroad, and to a smaller 
degree we shall try and follow up the more 
important overseas documentation journals, and 
review here briefly such documentation news 
as may have some bearing on Southern Africa, 
or point to such methods that we in South 
Africa might fruitfully experiment with. Lastly, 
certain publications in the field of documenta- 
tion come our way, and where we feel they may 
be of some interest to us in South Africa we 
shall note them in this column. 

Documentation has of late become a fre- 
quently used term. It is understood by some as 
the widest possible interpretation of special 
librarianship, others use it chiefly as a cover 
under which they collect all modern library 
techniques and methods, to others again the 
application of UDC is synonymous with docu- 
mentation. For this column we suggest the 
following definition: the enormous output of 
all kinds of material needed in our daily life 
calls for new methods and techniques of sorting, 
classing and dissemination : These methods and 
techniques are comprised within the term 
‘documentation’. 


PROGRESS ON THE 


PHOTOGRAPHIC FRONT 


The University of Pretoria 

Plans to enlarge its small Photographic 
Department into an up-to-date service unit. 
When the blue prints of such improvements 
were discussed last year, the photographic 
needs of the University Library were taken into 
full consideration. The possibility of extending 
this service to the other large libraries in Pre- 
toria, particularly the State Library and the 
Library of the C. S. I. R., was entertained. 


NOTES ON DOCUMENTATION 


by O. H. Spour 


University of Cape Town Libraries 


University of Natal 
In a recent letter from Professor Gillman of 
the Department of Physiology in the University 
of Natal, Durban, we understand that there is 
now a photostat service in operation which 
they are anxious to improve. We are looking 
forward to early co-operation between this 
department and the University library. 


Rhodes University 

The Department of Physics in this University 
recently :tarted a small photographic depart- 
ment. ‘The Library takes a keen interest in 
this development. Rhodes University Library 
bought, many years ago, a microfilm reader and 
installed a more modern one last year. Many of 
their inter-library loans arrive on microfilm. 
The Department of Ichthyology at Rhodes has 
built up a large reference collection on fishes of 


_ the East coast of Africa in recent years. Much 


of the original material could not be purchased, 
and so many of the books and articles have 
been obtained on microfilm. 


University of Cape Town 

The Photographic Department of the Uni- 
versity of Cape Town Libraries installed a short 
while ago a small Diazoe plant, a process 
particularly suitable when a number of copies 
of the same original are required. By means of 
this process a reprint series of rare Africana items 
has been initiated where there seems to be a need 
for working copies. With these reprints one 
should be able to save valuable rare originals 
from undue wear and tear. The series will be 
known as the Willem Hiddingh reprint series. 
As a “‘pilot” the Memorials of the 1820 Settlers 
was chosen. They appeared in Grahamstown in 
1844 and 1845. Both these pamphlets contain 
valuable historical data and references and are 
frequently used. Other items on the publishing 
programme of this series are J.C. Chase’s 
Natal Papers and some of the early Cape 
Almanacs. 
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NOTES ON 


Inter-Library Loan and microfilm 

The Medical Library of the University of the 
Witwatersrand, and the libraries of the Uni- 
versity of Natal have now joined Rhodes 
University Library in ordering many of their 
inter-library loans from University of Cape 
Town Libraries and other libraries in Cape 
Town on microfilm. In most cases the price of 
the microfilm or photo-copy has been less than 
the postage and return postage involved, and 
the borrower has the reference “for keeps’. The 
University of Cape Town Libraries have an 
exchange arrangement with two German mi- 
crofilm services, and can obtain Continental 
references on microfilm at local rates and at 
local currency. This exchange has already 
operated for some months and has been found 
satisfactory so far as delivery time, money and 
quality of film are concerned. 


NEW METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 


Catalogue cards in offset 
When Mr. Perry left the University of Cape 


Town Libraries to take over the Libraries of 
the University of Natal, he had already seen the 
beginnings of reproduction of catalogue cards 
on an Offset duplicator. He is now installing this 
technique for Durban and Pietermaritzburg. 
As a number of libraries constitute the Uni- 
versity of Natal System there exists a need for 
a great number of catalogue cards for nearly 
every book. The initial outlay for a small 
Offset duplicator is somewhat high; it ranges 
between £300 and £600 according to the make 
and any additional accessories one wishes to 
have. In a recent survey by UNESCO (see their 
Library Bulletin, 7 (8/9), 1953, E 118-122), on 
the reproduction costs of multiple catalogue 
cards, this process was noted as the best, but 
also as the most expensive apart from actual 
printing. We are, however, inclined to disagree 
if one takes into consideration that every large 
library uses some sort of duplicator ; granted 
the Offset duplicators are more expensive than 
the duplicators using wax stencils, but they can 
be put to a greater variety of uses and certainly 
produce a very clean card. At the University of 
Cape Town we have costed the production of 
multiples of cards working on our average of 
6 cards per book. We included in the cost the 
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price of the masters on which the cards are 
typed, the cost of the special ribbons needed for 
the typewriters, the card stock, the time it 
takes the operator to print, cut and punch the 
cards and a small margin for the depreciation 
of the installation. The rent and the adminis- 
trative overhead expenses and the time of the 
typist producing the first copy are not included, 
as we assume that at least one card per book 
would have been typed anyhow. We arrived at 
the cost per card of one-and-one-tenth pence. 
The quality of card produced by this process 
very much depends on the use of a good, new 


‘typewriter with a clear and distinct fount. 


Periodicals on Microfiche 

The writer received the other day from the 
UNESCO Libraries Division, a sample set of 
a volume of a scientific periodical on microfiche, 
contained ina folder. I shall be pleased to send it 
on loan to anybody who would like to inspect it. 
One of the recent numbers of the UNESCO 
Library Bulletin drew attention to a number of 
periodicals now being published in France on 
microfiches or microcards. Back files of a num- 
ber of important scientific periodicals are. 
available in this form and also current issues 
can be subscribed to on microfiche or card, 
the cost being twice the subscription rate 
(UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries, 8(4), 1954, 
E 47). 


SOME PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
Manual of Documentation Reproduction and 
Selection, International Federation for Docu- 


mentation, The Hague, 1953. 


The International Federation for Docu- 
mentation in the Hague, commonly known as 
F.I. D., with the assistance of the Library 
Division of UNESCO, have collected the latest 
information on all currently used reproduction 
processes. Nearly all the descriptive text is 
given in English and in French. It is profusely 
illustrated with sections from the actual trade 
catalogues of manufacturing firms and repro- 
duction material. In a number of cases samples 
of material are inserted. This Manual of Re- 
production and Selection lists typewriters 
specially suitable for reproduction, Offset 
duplicators, microfilm cameras, all the other 
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duplicating machines and the various Diazoe 
processes. 

All technical details are explained fully and 
very valuable data about the cost and costing 
of all forms of reproduction is given. 

The two volumes so far published are con- 
tained in loose-leaf ring folders. This will 
allow for the insertion of supplements which 
are to appear at intervals from this year on. 
Dr. Ralph R. Shaw, Librarian to the United 
States Department of Agriculture wrote the 
introduction, from which we quote: ‘Even 
though it represents only an introduction to an 
approach to the beginning of constructive 
thought on this subject, the description of tools 
which are available is the essential minimum 
requirement, and it is that end which this 
Manual seeks to achieve. If it adequately 
achieves that end it will provide the foundation 
for further work, and will be the starting point 
for building a science of communication to 
replace the present arts of reference and copying 
work.” 


Yugoslav periodicals (a selection), Belgrade 
Yugoslav Centre of Technical and Scientific 
Documentation, 1953. 


Type-written and reproduced in offset, this 
checklist of the more important Yugoslav perio- 
dicals is an interesting experiment. Several 
hundred Yugoslav periodical publications are 
arranged in UDC order, and are entered under 
their Yugoslav titles. To make this list inter- 
nationally useful all titles have been translated 
into English, French and German, and where 
necessary, explanatory sub-titles have been 
added. Nearly all the learned periodicals of 
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Yugoslavia carry abstracts of the main contri- 
butions in at least one of the West European 
languages. The Checklist gives information on 
these abstracts and also states the frequency of 
issue, price and the publishers. It further 
indicates exchange possibilities, either with the 
Centre of Documentation or the National 
Bibliographical Centre. 

Free copies of this list can be obtained from 
the Director of the Documentation Centre, 
Admirala Geprata, 16, Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 


Dokumentationen der Technik, Taschenbuch 
1954, 3. Jhg. Miinchen, 8, Zweibriickenstr. 24. 


This small handbook of some 140 pages 
reports on the progress of one of the leading 
German Documentation Centres, in this parti- 
cular case, for all the technical sciences. Since 
the centre was started in 1950 over 286,000 
title entries have been collected in a card 
index classified by UDC. The Handbook con- 
tains all the headings under which the centre 
collects, and gives the number of available 
entries. There are also indexes of countries, pat- 
ents, periodicals, publishers, “Technical High 
Schools,”’ and Technical Libraries. This Tech- 
nical Documentation Centre supplies its title en- 
tries on standard catalogue cards or, if desired, 
in sheet form, either of all the headings 
they collect or of any one of the subjects one 
wishes to subscribe to. This service follows the 
lines of the Economische Voorlichtingsdienst 
or the Welt-Wirtschaft-Archiv in Hamburg in 
the field of economics. 

Like practically all the documentation ser- 
vices in Europe, this centre maintains a micro- 
film and photocopy service. 


APOLOGY 


Every Editor has his pet nightmare ; ours came 
true in the October, 1954, number of S. A. L., 
when as the result of a series of mishaps the 
printer wrongly imposed part of Mrs. de Wet’s 
article on page 70. We apologize to the con- 
tributors concerned in particular, and to our 
readers in general. Both Mrs. de Wet’s article 
and Dr. Spohr’s Notes on documentation appear 
in full in the present number of the journal. 
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LIBRARY METHODS FOR BEGINNERS 


The Vice-Chairman, Non-European Library 
Service, Transvaal, writes as follows : 


As the publishers responsible for the Hand- 
book of library methods for beginners, ' the Com- 
mittee of the Non-European Library Service 
wishes to draw the attention of your readers to 
the following points : 

1. The administrative records described in 
the book are the orthodox methods which 
students for professional examinations are 
required to know. No book which aims at 
preparing students for examinations can 
ignore them. 

2. The book is designed for beginners. 
A librarian of experienced judgment can, 
and will, discard such records as seem 
unnecessary, but a beginner must protect 
himself from his own lack of experience by 
following orthodox methods until such 
time as he clearly knows exactly what it is 
safe to discard or adapt. 

3. The book confines itself to Administration 
and Cataloguing and Classification. The 
authors had no intention of going beyond 

these subjects into the field of bookstock 
or book selection. 

4. The:book is being offered for sale at half 
its cost price. The publishers are by no 
means wealthy, but felt that this sacrifice 
was worth making in the interests of profes- 
sional education, and in the hope that the 
book might thus be of use to a wider 
public. It had to be produced as economi- 
cally as possible. 

5. The compilation of an index is not con- 
sidered essential in a booklet in which the 
contents are analysed in detail, and which 
is intended for continuous reading and 
study rather than for reference. 


Our reviewer comments: 


Points 1, 2 and 3. The authors and publishers 
betray some confusion in their aim. Either 
they are trying to produce a handbook for a 
beginner who is placed in charge of a library 
(as stated in the preface) or they are trying to 
provide an introduction to professional exa- 
minations. If the former is the case, then they 
have succeeded in publishing a textbook on 


1 Reviewed in S. A. Libraries, 22 (2), 38, October 1954. 
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library methods which ignores a fundamental 
requirement — some guidance on book selection 
and bookstock. If the latter is the case, then they 
have succeeded in duplicating the study notes 
of the Library Association, and in following a 
syllabus which in my view sadly needs revi- 
sion in the light of modern library techniques. 

Points 4 and 5. It is surely the function of any 
reviewer to express, as I did, regret at the 
unprepossessing format of the work under 
review. From my own experience of staff ma- 
nuals and handbooks such as this, an index is 
essential for the use of a beginner, to help guide 
him quickly through a maze of technical data. 


GUIDE TO S.A. SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
IN THE HUMANITIES 


Dr. O.H. Spohr, University of Cape Town 
Libraries, Rondebosch, Cape, writes : 


During the 1947 Conference of the South 
African Library Association it was agreed to 
compile directories of special library sources in 
South Africa. In 1949 Miss H. Mews and Miss 
P. Krige published their findings in a Directory 
of Scientific, Technical and Medical Libraries 
in the Union of South Africa. 

Simultaneously Miss M. E. Green and Miss 
J. C. te Groen collected data on non-scientific 
collections. Some of the information they 
received was incorporated in the S.A. L.A. 
Handbook, 1950. Few of the questionnaires 
sent out in 1948-49 were completed and the 
data then received must now be considered out 
of date. The Bibliographical Sub-Committee 
has asked me to circularize libraries in South 
Africa again, and to prepare a preliminary 
list of non-scientific collections in the Union 
of South Africa by the end of 1954, or as soon | 
as possible thereafter. Questionnaires have 
been sent out with the recent number of the 
S. A. L. A. Newsletter. 

I am anxious to include in this list all special 
collections, not only in established public and 
official libraries, but also special library sources 
in private hands and in libraries maintained by 
associations, clubs and the like. I would appre- 
ciate your co-operation in supplying me with 
details about any non-scientific collections in 
your town or district which I may not be aware 

of and which I am unable to reach through 
either South African Libraries or the Newsletter. 


e e & e e 

The Willem Hiddingh Reprint Series 
jointly published by the University of Cape Town Libraries and the South African Library. 
No. 1. Memorials of the British Settlers, Graham’s Town, 1844. 2. 
No. 2. Ayliff, Memorials of the British Settlers, Graham’s Town. 1845 aa. 
No. 3. Lyst van alle collegien . .. With Almanak voor de Kaap voor het jaar 

1805. 4&. 
No. 4. _Lyst van alle collegien. .. With Almanak voor de Kaap voor het jaar 

1806. {2. 0 6. 
No. 5. African Court Calendar for 1807. {2. 0 4 
No. 6. African Court Calendar for 1808. 72. ‘OQ “6. 
No. 7. Chase, J.C., Natal Papers. .. Graham’s Town, 1843. £6. O 6. 

All enquiries and orders to 
AFRICA BOOKS 
P.O. Box 77 MASERU Basutoland 
Craft Books For All 
Pottery Making: D. K. Wren and R. D. Wren 
Crafts in Linson: J. Mason and E. A. Halestrap . . . . . 8/- 
55 New tin-can Projects: J. J. Lukowitz 9/6 
Handmade Jewellery: A.R. Emerson . . . . . . 
101 Things for a boy to make: A.C. Horth . . . . . . . . . . . 10/6 
Puppetry in Schools: E.F. Saunders. . . . . . ...... +. «=411/6 
Projects in Woodwork: J. Douglas and R. Roberts. . . . . . . . . . 35/6 
All prices include postage 
P.O. BOX 396 CAPE TOWN 


iii 


at 
= 
we 
4 


THE MECCA 
OF BOOKLOVERS 


Come in 
and 
browse !... 


YOU ARE INVITED TO WRITE 


FOR FREE REGULAR’ BOOKLISTS 


59 ST. GEORGE’S STREET-CAPE TOWN 


PHONE 3-0318 & 3-5511 P.O. BOX 3559 


(c APE) 

(Piy) 
LTD 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
LIBRARIES 


Indrukke van die Konferensie te Bloemfontein, 
1954: 71 
Die Biblioteek van die Universiteit van Suid-Afrika, 
H. O. Zastrau: 73 
Library services in peri-urban areas of the Rand, 
R. F. S. Bompas: 77 
Some proposals for the development of 
National Bibliographical Services for South Africa, 
D. H. Varley & O. H. Spohr: 79 
Provinsiale biblioteekdienste, 1953, 
D. L. Ehlers: 89 
A milestone in Natal: the new Provincial library service 
headquarters, Pietermaritzburg, 
Th. Frits: 90 
Compiling the Index to South African Periodicals, 
Louise . de Wet: 93 
Impressions of the International Congress of Medical 
Librarianship, 1953, 
Agnes C. Dick: 97 
Notes on documentation, 
O. H. Spohr : 100 
Correspondence, library notes & reviews: 72, 78, 92, 99, 103 


Published quarterly by the 
SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Edited from the South African Library, Cape Town 


Vol. 22 January 1955 No. 3 


a 
: 
4 
by “a 
Es 
42° 3 
= 
: 


